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PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANTS 


“THE question of pay for architectural and quantity 
surveying assistants has always been a difficult 
one, with certain unique features. There is no doubt 
that there has been a certain amount of “ sweating ” 
in the past, and that these professions, like others no 
less honourable in their traditions, contain a minority 
of black sheep. But the case of the assistant, and 
particularly of the junior, is not quite a clear-cut example 
oi the exchange of services rendered for salary received. 
The junior certainly receives more than money for his 
l,bour if he is fortunate enough to find himself in a good 
office, under a conscientious principal. He acquires that 
priceless gift of experience and enjoys the influence of 
master at his job; and although this can be said to 
upply to most occupations, it has a peculiar significance 
in the field of architectural practice. Thus the occasion 
ay arise where a young man may justly be said to be 
receiving better value in a certain job than another 
placed elsewhere at a pound or two a week more salary. 
Some young men have the wisdom to see this and 
deliberately choose a post less remunerative in the 
money sense. 

At the same time theze is more than a suspicion that 
some offices with great reputations have been inclined 
to “‘ cash in ” on their renown to an extent which is both 
unfair to the staff and unfairly favourable to the firm. 
Integrity and genius, in fact, do not always go hand in 
hand, and it is not possible to say that these matters 
are personal as between master and man and do not 
therefore need outside interference. This is specially 
the case now that the juniors include many men of 
relatively mature years, and sometimes with family 
responsibilities. In such circumstances the question of 
salary becomes a matter of fine adjustment to the needs 
of the individual, whether master or man, and it is 
highly desirable that responsible bodies should interest 
themselves in the question and bring influence to bear 
in the right direction. 

The R.I.B.A., as the largest representative body of 
architects of all classes, is in a good position to arrive at 
these proper adjustments of interests, and it has made its 
recommendations both for public departments and 
private practices. At the same time separate organisa- 
tions hold a watching brief for the salaried members, 
not in opposition to the former body but as a reinforce- 
ment of the smaller influence which the salaried man 
has upon the situation. The idea of Trade Unionism 
within the polite professions is less alarming to the ear 
than it once seemed and, for our part, we feel that there 
is a useful réle to fill so far as the architectural assistant 
is concerned, and that such societies are doing much to 
fill it. 

The letter from Mrs. E. V. Penn, the Secretary of the 
A.B.T., in a recent issue must be treated seriously as it 
raises a very important point. Broadly speaking, it 


suggests that the rather common practice of advertising 
for assistance and inviting the applicant to state salary 
required is, in effect, a Dutch auction aimed at acquiring 
the cheapest labour obtainable. 

We agree entirely in principle with this view, and we 
have no doubt that under any normal and stable 
condition the architect or quantity surveyor in need of 


assistance must be clear in his mind about the grade of 
assistant he wants, and must offer the fair market price 
for his services. Any other system would make a dead 
weight upon the shoulders of the subordinate classes, 
under which skill, efficiency and keenness would fail to 
secure their just reward. 

It must, however, be remembered that conditions 
at present are abnormal and it would not be quite fair 
to assume that the principal who advertises on such 
terms as we have quoted is, in fact, merely trying to 
get cheap labour. Most offices are working under very 
unusual and difficult conditions, with seniors and 
principals doing menial work because that is the only 
way to get things done. The few cases that come 
his way where help is offered vary between the youngster 
who has a few months before his call-up and the elderly 
man retired, perhaps on a pension, and merely needing 
a little occupation in return for a small addition to his 
pension or private income. The principal does not, 
in fact, know what he can pay for until he has seen 
what he is likely to get. We feel, therefore, that 
whereas Mrs. Penn is eminently right in the principle 
for which she has made a stand, and that we should 
all support it, the present time is not quite the right 
one at which to lay down too rigid a code of practice 
in the matter. 

* * 

Yet another point deserving consideration is that 
raised in our issue for July 20 by a quantity surveying 
reader at present serving in the Middle East, who 
states that the habit of local authorities in advertising 
permanent posts weighs unfairly against members of 
the Forces. He suggests that, until demobilisation is 
completed, all appointments open should be advertised 
as temporary, both by local authorities and by pro- 
fessional firms, otherwise members of the Forces will 
be penalised by lack of opportunity. He concludes 
a reasonable letter by stating, “ Personally I do not 
consider that I am entitled to any preferential treat- 
ment due to service in the Forces so far as post-war 
employment is concerned, but I feel very strongly 
that I am entitled to the same opportunities as my 
civilian colleagues.” 

With this point of view there will be every sympathy, 
yet the suggested remedy could, if adopted, prove 
only a fiction. All construction work must be preceded 
by a period of planning, and if reconstruction (and 
particularly housing) is to start off with energy and 
force, then those who plan and design are the first 
links in the chain. It is not to be expected, in the 
higher posts which are normally filled by transference, 
that experienced and qualified men will move from 
a permanent position to a temporary one, even though 
carrying added responsibility and salary. 

Our correspondent and the other professional men 
in like situation must take comfort in the fact that the 
building industry will be at full stretch for many years 
to come, and that there will be worth-while jobs for all 
who are experienced and willing. The more rapid 
demobilisation referred to in the King’s Speech should 
shortly place such Servicemen on a well-earned parity 
with those now at home. 


E* 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


V Celebrations. 

Lonpon’s celebrations of victory -passed 
over without undue incident. The mood of 
the crowds was, generally speaking, one of 
quiet satisfaction rather than of jubilance. 
The Palace, the Mall, Whitehall and the 
Houses of Parliament were the natural 
foci by day, and by night Piccadilly, the 
Cireus and Leicester- and Trafalgar- 
squares became the scenes of rejoicing. 
But féw, if any, scenes surpassed that 
from Hampstead Heath. The City and the 
East End were bathed in roseate hues, 
reminiscent of the aftermath of a blitz. 
St. Paul’s stood out in all its majesty with 
floodlighting round the peristyle and the 
Cross transfixed by a single searchlight 
beam, while to the east the red glow of 
countless. bonfires surged .and etbed and 
surged again. <A notable sight, the end of 
a war and the beginning of—what? 


The King’s Speech. , 

Some indication of what may be expected 
can be gained from the King’s Speech 
to Parliament on August 15, of which 
relevant extracts are givéh below. His 
Majesty said :— 

The continuing shortages in the supply 
of many necessaries, especially houses, 
food, clothing and fuel, will call for the 
same spirit of tolerance and understanding 
which the nation has displayed ‘during ‘the 
past six years of war. It will be the aim 
of My Ministers to. see that the: national 
resources of labour and material are em- 
ployed with the fullest efficiency in the 
interest,,of all and that the standard: of 
living is progressively improved. In the 
pursuit. of this aim the special problems of 
Scotland~and Wales will have the atten- 
tion of My Ministers. 

In order to promote employment and 
national development, machinery will be. 
set up to provide for the effective plannin 
of investment and a measure will be Jaid” 
before you to bring the Bank of England 
under public ownership, “A> Bill will also 
be laid before you to nationalise the coal- 
mining industry as “part of a concerted 
plan for the co-ordination of the fuel and 
power industries. 

Legislation will be submitted to you io’. 
ensure that during the period of transition 
from war to peace there are available such 
powers as are necessary to secnre the right 
use of our commercial and ‘industrial 
resources andthe distribution at fair. prices 
of essential supplies and services. 


Essential Building Requirements. 

His Majesty continued :— 

An urgent and vital task of My Ministers 
will be to increase by all practicable means 
the number of homes available both in 
town and country. Accordingly they wiil 
organise the resources of the building and 
manufacturing industries in the most effec- 
tive way to meet the housing and. other 
essential building requirements of” the 
nation. They will also lay before you pro- 
posals to deal with the problems of com- 
pensation and betterment in relation to 
town and country planning, to improve the 
procedure for the acquisition of land for 
public purposes, and otherwise to promote 
the best use of land in the national 
interest. 

You will be asked to approve measures 
to provide a comprehensive scheme of 
insurance against industrial injuries, to 
extend and improve the existing scheme of 
social insurance, and to establish a national 
health service. Legislation will be intro- 


duced to repeal the Trade Disputes and 
Trade Unions Act. 
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Reunions Internationales d’Architectes. 
It is with great pleasure that we receive 
the first Bulletin de Liaison issued since 
the fall of France by the French Organis- 
ing Committee of the R.I.A. This com- 
mittee has met again under the presidency 
of Auguste Perret and is based at the 
Grand Palais, Porte E, Paris. The bulle- 
tin contains news of the following archi- 
tects who met in a reunion in April : MM 
Danis, Bizardel (Director des Beaux-Arts), 
Jules Formigé, Pontremoli, Boileau, Le 
Corbusier, Tournon, and other well-known 
names. We welcome these signs of renais- 
sance and cordially wish the R.I.A. and 
its members bon voyage et bonne chance. 


The M.o.W. Library. 

Tue Ministry of Works Library is 
establishing a central collection of trade 
literature for reference by the technical 
officers of the Ministry. Manufacturers 
are invited te supply two copies of cata- 
logues. and. like material on house and 
building equipment, building materials, 
plant and machinery. They should be 
addressed to. Librarian, Ministry of 
a Lambeth Bridge House, London, 


National Parks Committee. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed a Natiotial Parks 
Committee under the chairmanship of Sir 
Arthur Hobhouse, with the following 
membership : Lieut.-Colonel E. “N-Bux- 
ton, Mr. 
Leonard. K. Elmhirst, Mr. R. B; Graham, 


Dr. Julian Huxley, Mrs. Lindsey Huxley, 
and Mr. «..Cléugh Williams-Ellis, 
F.R.I.B.A. 


The Minister has asked the chairman to 
arrange for the, examination by a small 
body of experts of the proposals for the 
establishment of nature reserves for the 
consetvation of wild life. 


The Ashpitel Prize, 1944: 
‘ooDme. Ashpitel Prize, a prize-of. books to 
the value of £20; awarded to the candi- 
date who, taking the R.I:B.A. Final 
Examination, ‘shall most highly. distin- 
uish himself among the. candidates,..has 
n awarded: to Mr. Kenneth W. Bland 

(Student, R.1.B.A.). 


Encouragement of Good Landscape Art. 
Tue Institute of “Landscape Architects 
decided, at. their15th annual meeting, to 
form a special class of non-professional 
members.- ‘Phe nominations for the new 
council include Lord Reith, Sir P. Aber- 
crombie,; and Mr. Christopher Hussey. 
The headquarters of the Institute are at 


- 12, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Kenneto T.. Eastman, A.1.A.S., 
after fifteen years with Messrs. Gleed, 
quantity surveyors, has. commenced his 
own practice at ‘“‘Ardmore,”’ Church-road, 
Osterley, Middlesex (telephone : Houns- 
low 1907), where he will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues. 

Mr. F. W. Brown, F.1.Q.S., F.V.I.; 
and, Mr. S. W. Spencer, P.A.S.I., 
F.1.Q.8., F.V.1., recently entered into 
partnership and are practising as quan- 
tity surveyors under the title of Messrs. 
Brown and Spencer, at Midland Bank 
House, 26, Cross-street, Manchester, 2 
(telephone: Blackfriars 6925). Trade 
catalogues- will be appreciated. 

Mr. MisHa Brack has: résigned from 
the Ministry of Information, where he 
has been Principal Exhibition Architect 
for 44 years.” He is now working from the 
office of Design Research Unit, 12, Bed- 
ford-square, W.O:1. 


ohn Dower, F.R.1I.B.A., Mro" 
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“THE. BUILDER” HOUSE 


Soon after the cessation of hostilities in 
1919 there came a building boom. For this 
The Buwilder had made due preparation, 
and the increased activities which resulted 
from the demand for houses, factories and 
other buildings involved increased _ staff 
and additional accommodation. 

History repeats itself. Now that hos- 
tilities are at an end in Europe and the 
Far East, it will not be long before the 
priorities to which many buildings are 
entitled will demand inter alia more news 
regarding the erection of those buildings. 

The proprietors of 7'he Builder have 
foreseen the requirements of the building 
trade and its professional advisers. They 
have purchased No. 2, Catherine-street, 
which adjoins the offices of the journal, 
and a view is published on the facing page 
of the combined building to. form an en- 
larged ‘‘ The Builder’’ House. 

No. 4, Catherine-street was built for 
The Builder, but when the street~was 
widened and a new front had to be ‘de- 
signed, this was entrusted to the. then 
editor, Mr. H. H. Statham, F.R.I.B:A. 
The site on either side was at that time 
vacant, but when each was to be occupied 
Mr. Statham received a commission to 
design @ front in keeping with that of 
No., 4, Catherine-street. As a result we 
liave ‘three similar buildings of a charac- 
ter peculiarly his own, and two of them 
now form 7he Builder House. 

Both No. 2 and Now4:suffered severely 
from‘enemy activity¥, but-it» was’No. 2, 
the corner house, which received the ‘full 
blastof the bomb that fell on its :pave- 
ment in the side street. The damage sus- 
tained has not. yet been made good-evén 
by first-aid repairs, so that it may be 
some little time before the.staff ean over- 
flow from No. 4 into No..2. 

The drawing, of Fé Builder House, as 
it will be when repairs and alterations 
have been’ carried out;*is by Mr. A. C. 
Fare, R.W.A. Messrs. Yates, Cook and 
Darbyshire, F.R.I.B.A., have been 
instructed to carry out the work, which 
will include central heating for both build- 
ings, and a board-room, with annexe, 
suitable for holding conferences. 

The. proposed new arrangement of 
accommodation will provide not only 
enlarged working space, but also generally 
improved conditions and added conveni- 
ence. The existing lift in No. 2 has beer 
damaged beyond repair, and the installa- 
tion of a new one serving basement and 
five floors above will be necessary. 

No considerable alterations in the ex- 
terior are contemplated. The new main 
entrance in No. 2 replacing the one ir 
No. 4.will afford better facilities for recep- 
tion and display. It is proposed that the 
ground-floor window openings of No. 2 
should be formed with semi-circular arches 
be Be in keeping with the shop front of 
INO. le ; 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, August 23, 1845. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN CHeELsSEA.—A Society 
has been formed to promote the welfare 
of the parish, and they have issued a list 
of gentlemen eligible to serve as com- 
missioners, who seem well qualified for the 
office. The parishioners should watch 
jealously lest the public good be made to 
yield to private interest. 


COMING. EVENT 


Tuesday, August 28. 

Ministry or Works. Demonstration of Power- 
driven Hand Tools at Newcastle-on-Tyne (I, 
Lovaine-place, Barras-bridge). Open until 
September 1. 
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THE REBUILDING OF FRANCE 


By B. S. TOWNROE. 

(This summer Mr. B. 8. Townroe, the 
Hon. Treasurer of the Building Industries 
National Council, has been in France, 
where he had conversations with M. 
Dautry, Minister of Reconstruction, and 
many members of his staff.—En.) 

On paper, France is ahead of Great 
Britain in her plans for rebuilding. How 
soon and how completely those paper plans 
will be translated into actual building will 
depend on many factors at present un- 
known, such as the quantity and quality 
of the labour available, the readiness of 
the people to accept the restrictions in- 
volved in town-planning, and the raising 
of the money required. 


The quickness of the French reaction to 
the widespread destruction inflicted during 
the battles of 1940 was remarkable. Take, 
for example, the picturesque little town 
of Neufchatel-en-Bray. This lay in the 
tracks of the German panzer divisions as 
they drove across northern France, cutting 
the Allied armies in two, and, in a light- 
ning campaign, capturing the Channel 
coast, The town was destroyed by the 
end of June, 1940. 


The French nation was numbed by the 
suddenness of the ‘unexpected defeat ‘of 
their armies, followed by the Armistice 
and the division of their heloved country 
into the three zones of Unoccupied France 
in the south, Occupied France in the 
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northern half, and the prohibited area in 
the north-west. . But town-planners and 
architects were among the first to recover 
from the shock, As the following dates 
will show, they lost no time in their 
preparations for the. reconstruction of 
Neufchatel. These dates are taken from a 
close examination of the relevant files and 
the various plans. 


Progress in 1940. 


During the early summer of 1940 Neuf- 
chatel, an agricultural town with about 
4,000 inhabitants, noted particularly for 
its cheese, and famous for its twelfth- 
century church of Notre Dame, and the 
Town Hall, a former Bernadine Abbey, 
was obliterated. The French Government 
at Vichy under Marshal Pétain decided, 
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on September 28, that the town had been 
‘‘ wrecked,” and therefore must be en- 
tirely replanned. By January 28, 1941, a 
team of town-planners had been appointed 
and produced an outline scheme a few 
months later. This was the subject of a 
local inquiry on October 28, 1941. A week 
later the plans were approved in principle. 
‘They were then submitted to departmental 
experts, revised, and, in their amended 
form, were approved at a second local 
inquiry on September 28, 1942. After 
that, advertisements were inserted in local 
newspapers, advising local landowners of 
the proposed alterations, the broadening 
of the roads, the provision af fresh open 
spaces, the opening out of vistas, and all 
the other consequences of far-sighted 
town-planning. On October 6, 1942, the 
scheme received the unanimous approval 
of the Municipal Council, and a month 
later was sanctioned by the Prefect. The 
whole dossier and plans were then sent to 
the town-planning headquarters at Vichy, 
where Government approval was given by 
April, 1943. 

The dossier proves the care and con- 
sideration given to local views. The 


inspector appointed by the Director- 
General of Town-planning worked with 
enthusiasm, first to stimulate public 


opinion, then to make sure that the plans 
were properly drawn up, and, finally, that 
they were presented in a form that would 
ensure Government financial support. The 
plans of Neufchatel, like those of St. Lo 
and Blois, which I spent several hours 
studying, had a number of points in com- 
mon. The views of local chateaux, 
churches, and buildings of architectural 
or historic interest, were opened out. In 
many cases bombing and shell-fire had 
largely destroyed the existing properties 
which in the past had blocked the view 
of these buildings. It was decided to 
leave such ‘‘ blitzed ” areas as open spaces. 
This will mean that, when visits to 
France again become possible in the 
future, we shall find many gems af archi- 
tecture, hitherto hidden away, much more 
open to public view. Again, all the plans 
showed the provision of by-pass roads, 
which will much simplify communications 
in the future, and will help to relieve the 
traffic which in the past blocked tortuous 
and narrow streets. - There was. also 
zoning, the division of residential from 
industrial areas, and always a_ civic 
centre. 

While the war was raging from 1940 to 
1944 in the Mediterranean, Russia, Italy, 
and elsewhere, France itself, although 
under occupation, was for the most part 
comparatively calm and peaceful. The 
activities of the maquis were mainly con- 
fined ‘to secluded districts, while only a 
comparatively few French men. and 
women were fully engaged in the Resis- 
tance movement. During this enforced 
lull, French architects and town-planners, 
in consultation with the civil servants of 
Vichy, the officials of the artment 
under the Prefects, and local councillors, 
had available a good deal of free time to 
study, to plan and to complete schemes 
of reconstruction. Throughout the period 
the French public were being educated by 
means of lectures and propaganda to 
appreciate the practical advan of wise 
town-planning from the business point of 
view. 

Compulsory Land Acquisition, 

In 1940-41 legislation was passed. for 
compulsory acquisition of whole areas of 
land with a view to its reconstruction ‘as 
a whole. It was recognised that the pos- 
sible rock on which this legislation might 
be wrecked would be the opposition of 
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landed proprietors..who would consider 
that any measures ‘touching their land 
would be bad for their rights and 
interests. ‘In simple and clear language 
these progrietors, of whom many thou- 
sands were peasants with generations of 
attachment to their own particular plot of 
land, were told how in the long run they 
would gain by wise planning. 

By the summer of 1945 half of the plans 
for the towns destroyed in 1940 had been 
completed. They made provision for a 
15-years’ programme, but were deliber- 
ately elastic so as to leave ample oppor- 
tunities for revision. _ 

The hopes of the officials of the French 
Ministry of Reconstruction to see these 
completed plans translated into action 
were dashed by the events of 1944. The 
persistent bombing by the Allies of all 
railway bridges and road bridges has led 
to widespread destruction of commu- 
nications that has made difficult even such 
primary needs as the distribution of food- 
stuffs necessary for existence. The hard 
fighting in Normandy, following D-day, 
produced the almost complete destruction 
of towns like Caen and Falaise. This was 
followed by the wrecking of towns and 
villages on the routes,taken by the Allied 
armies into Germany. The ports, alread 
heavily bombed, were further destroyed. 
The Germans, on their retreat, committed 
sabotage of buildings on a large scale, and 
left behind many millions of land mines. 
These have led to the deaths and the 
wounding of thousands of innocent, people 
and have held up clearances. 

The map which accompanies this article 
is exclusive to The Builder. It is an 
official map.of the French Ministry of 


DESTRUCTION 


In an address given recently to the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, M. 
Demaret (President, Société des Ingé- 
nieurs Civils de France) said that since 
the liberation of France he himself had 
been appointed by the French Government 


as Commissioner for Works in the Minis- . 


try of Reconstruction. Whereas in the last 
war damage had been largely localised, in 
this war it was widespread. Thirty-two 
departements had reported more than 
10,000 houses destroyed, in three of them 
the number exceeded 100,000. The total 
number of buildings destroyed in France 
exceeded one and a half million. The 
force of 700,000 specialised workers in 
building and public works would have to 
be strengthened by the addition of an 
equivalent quantity of outside labour, but 
despite that addition the. work on recon- 
struction would take at least ten years. 

Contrary to what was believed in by 
many, the progress of reconstruction 
would not'be limited by materials but by 
lack of labour. For the first time in 
France, a specialised Ministry, the Minis- 
try of Reconstruction, was dealing with 
questions of town planning, but that work 
would quickly go beyond the work of 
restoration of the ruins. Under the leader- 
ship of M. Raoul Dautry, the Minister, 
there were four Directorates functioning : 

(1) The General Directorate of Town 
Planning and Housing, which was the 
organisation for planning and was charged 
with elaborating the policy of town plan- 
ning and of supervising its application ; 

(2) The General Directorate of Works, 
the organisation for carrying out the 
work ; ‘ : 

(3) The Directorate of Planning, which 
was the centre of documentation and infor- 
mation ; 

(4) The Directorate of Mine,Clearance, 
which had a particularly heavy task, as 
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Reconstruction, and gives the figures and 
locations» of destruction of buildings in 
France up to May 1 this year. It shows 
how every part of France has been affected 
by the war. It must now be frankly 
admitted that there were officials at Vichy 
who hoped that the signing of the Armis- 
tice had saved their country from the 
wrack of war, but liberation & brought 
in its train ruin far exceeding that 
suffered in the first world war. 

All the elaborate plans made for rebuild- 
ing, based on a care‘ully-thought-out time 
and progress schedule, have been thrown 
out of gear. Under present conditions no 
reliable estimate can be made of the 
amount of building labour that will be 
available, when communications have been 
fully restored and the necessary building 
materials can be manufactured and trans- 
ported to the wrecked towns and. villages. 
Only after considerable political pressure 
have the French been allowed to make use 
of the labour of German prisoners of war. 
The extent of reparations either in kind 
or money yet remains to be settled. 

The present position, therefore, is that 
the paper plans, admirably prepared and 
approved during the occupation years, may 
have to remain on the shelves of Govern- 
ment Departments or Prefectures for some 
considerable time to come, Tragic events 
have turned all hopes for the time being 
to frustration, But the French have re- 
markable. resilience. They have. many 
political and economic problems to solve,’ 

ut when the plans that have been sanc- 
tioned are carried out there will be in the 
future a better built France, based/on the 
wise plans of far-sighted architects and 
town-planners. 


IN FRANCE 


more than 100 million mines were laid all 
over France, chiefly along the coasts. 

Alongside these four Directorates there 
was the Commissariat General for War 
Damage, and also certain external ser- 
vices, such as a delegation for each 

nt, Inspectors-General of Town 
Planning, and a certain number of Com- 
missioners of Works. The réle of the last 
was to enact and co-ordinate the measures 
taken and to circulate the views of the 
Minister. 

In view of the immensity of the de- 
struction caused by this war, and the 
economic exhaustion resulting from the 
pillage during the occupation, the State 
had not adopted, as in 1918, the principle 
of bearing the total cost of the repair of 
the damage, but the owner had to share 
by means of a financial contribution in the 
repair of his building. All the work was 
carried out as part of a general pro- 
gramme, and the State might decide not 
to proceed with the reconstruction of 
certain properties which were mot neces- 
sary to a proper balance. For the first 
time in France there was a vast combined 
movement for an elaboration of a general 
programme and for supervison of its exe- 
cution. Thus permits for building would 
be granted after consideration not only of 
such questions as building lines and sani- 
tation, but also esthetics, so that the final’ 
result should be to the credit of the towns 
and villages of France in the future. The- 
modern tendency was moving towards. 
structures more or less prefabricated, in: 
which metal would have a large share. 

Probably the most important reason for 
the present state of housing was rent legis- 
lation, which had made it no Jonger econo- 
mically possible for house building to be 
undertaken by private builders. Thero 
was now a direct trend towards the financ- 
ing of building) by collective action or by 
interest-free loans from the State. 








146 


THE (BUILDER 


August 24 1945 


A NEW BASIS OF HOSPITAL DESIGN 


THE SODERSJUKHUSET (SOUTHERN HOSPITAL), STOCKHOLM 
By HJALMAR CEDERSTROM (ARCHITECT-IN-CHIEF) 


THe EprrorRs OF THE PERIODICALS 
The Builder and The Lancet have re- 
quested me to give rather detailed 
accounts of the new central hospital in 
Stockholm, the Sédersjukhuset, the 
Southern Hospital, the only complete hos- 
pital equipped with all specialities of 
medicine which has been built in Europe 
during the second World War. 

In my capacity of architect-in-chief of 
this hospital I take pleasure herewith in 
meeting the request put forward. As a 
prelude I should like to point out, how- 
ever, that the Sédersjukhuset is not only 
a separate hospital with the sole object 
of taking care of and tending to acutely 
sick people but that it forms a link of a 
vast and extensive social plan. It will 
therefore be necessary to deal rather 
minutely also with the social and technical 
basis for the creation of the hospital. 

Before the outbreak of the 1914-18 War 
I had for several years been active as a 
hospital constructor, and therefore I con- 
sidered it my duty to study the war hos- 
pital institution from the battlefield to the 
home front. My studies of the manner in 
which various countries had tried to solve 
their social conditions between the two 
world wars had convinced me that the 
method up till now applied by me as a 
hospital constructor and which regrettably 
is still most generally practised the world 
over—i.e., to have special committees sup- 
plying proposals according to which the 
hospitals generally are slavishly erected— 
was and is completely erroneous. The out- 
standing task of the hospital constructor 
is to work out a plan—i.e., to fit in the 


hospital constructively in the general 
social surrounding in which it is to func- 
tion. Such a thing,, however, cannot be 
achieved unless the matter is based on 
penetrating national as well as_inter- 
national research. By giving up the 
isolated investigation—i.e., the research 
concentrated in a_ special sphere, and 
changing to ‘a co-ordinated social research 
comprising the circumstances of man from 
the cradle to the grave, a research work 
carried out ‘by co-operating powers, I at 
last ascertained that true plans can only 
be drawn up. by socially-minded tech- 
nicians collaborating with physicians and 
other specialists in various fields of social 
activity, as well as with various institu- 
tions, and by thereafter co-ordinating all 
important factors in the case according to 
modern principles and in a _ flexible 
manner. 

These studies soon taught me that the 
tendency to apply present training 
methods in order to create a few select 
capable individuals, intended to ‘be 
appointed leaders in various fields with 
incessantly growing power, was wrong. 

According to the old Scandinavian 
mythology, the eternal inter-strife of man- 
kind is to bring about a Twilight of the 
Gods. But out of ‘the ruins of the old 
world there will emerge two new human 
beings who are to lay the foundation of a 
new order. From time immemorial man- 
kind has dreamt of qualified supermen who 
are going to save the world out of its 
misery, but so far all hopes in that direc- 
tion have been in vain. By aid of such 
alleged supermen mankind has by no 


means succeeded in adjusting the condi- 
tions of this world. The last terrible testi- 
mony of the futility of the myth of super- 
man is the second World War. It is ob- 
vious that a powerful management of the 
community is necessary. But if, for this 
purpose, we are not to use isolated and 
capable individuals provided with great 
authority for this purpose, in what man- 
her i8 the management then to be carried 
out? 

An essential condition for progress is 
new leaders, and im order to create these 
leaders we must first and foremost re- 
arrange the entire educational system.’ It 
is in consequence of our enormous ignor- 
ance in- correctly making use of the im- 
mense resources of the present age that we 
unfortunately have come to use them to 
our undoing rather than to our benefit. 


Leadership in Reconstruction. 

We are now facing a period of rebuild- 
ing of so far unseen proportions, and in 
order to correctly manage this rebuilding 
a skilful leadership is required... How shall 
such a management be brought about? 
Well, by putting the fate of humanity in 
the hands of organisations consisting of 
ordinary, sound and normal people who 
have learnt the difficult art of collabora- 
tion. This—to learn the art of collabora- 
tion—is the goal for an indispensable re- 
arrangement of the educational system. 

This system should be split up into three 
connected stages : (a) the all-round educa- 
tion of youth; (b) the professional training 
based on vocational tests ; (c) the advanced 
education in organisations of research in 
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intimate contact with real life and com- 
bined with practical, experimental activity. 
These research organisations shall serve 
the community as well as the industry ; 
they shall indicate the right course for 
taking care of the sick, the poor and the 
old, and they shall give to mankind an in- 
tellectually as well as materially improved 
standard. It is thus not supermen who 
shall govern the destiny of the world. The 
Scandinavian mythology did not allude to 
two new human beings: the myth about 
them may only be interpreted symbolically. 
They are in reality represented by two new 
social elements, The one is that of tech- 
nique and science, and the other that of 
social ambitions. From the union between 
those two elements there will emerge a 
new conception—call it a branch of. science 
—the Social Technique, the aim of which 
is to make proper use of the fabulous re- 
sources of modern technique and give the 
world a higher social standard. 


Previous Experimental Activity. 

As previously stated, I realised that as 
a hospital constructor I must reorganise 
my work. Instead of merely satisfying 
and carrying out the requests of my 
clients I must, by research of my own, 
become a servant of and adviser to the 
community. To convert my conviction 
into practice, I persuaded the Board of 
Health of the city of Stockholm to draw 
up a general plan for the development of 
the health, hospital and social services of 
the city, this plan being completed on 
May 31, 1930. The essentially new part 
in this general plan was that the acute 
treatment in the central hospitals should 
be combined with effective prophylaxis 
as well as with rational post-hospital care, 
and this not merely with regard to the 
health but also to such social departments 
as may not be neglected when it comes to 
fitting the individual into the community. 
Only in such a system will the hospital 
for cases of acute illness be able to func- 
tion effectively. The plan submitted re- 
sulted in my being commissioned to design, 
along the lines suggested, the central 
hospital for acute treatment in Stockholm, 
the Sédersjukhuset, accommodating 1,200 
in-patients. This hospital is now finished 
and complete. 

To make this hospital function satis- 
- factorily, i.e., to restore the sick to full 
health, it must extend its activity beyond 
the range of medical attendance. Health 
is in fact three-sided—physical, mental, 
and economic. This is a fact beyond dis- 
pute, although formerly not quite so 
conceived, at least not plainly enough 
to call for positive action. In accepting 
this fact we are facing an epoch in 
the health, hospital and social system. A 
complete reorganisation of much that 
hitherto has been considered highly meri- 
torious will prove necessary. Due to the 
enormous development of traffic we 
are among other things confronted with a 
revolution of the hospital system itself. 
Every country will for its various districts 
only be in need of emergency stations for 
casualties and acute cases from diverse 
parts of such district, and, in conjunction 
with these stations a complete central 
hospital combined with those measures for 
prophylaxis and after-care that have been 
referred to. These small emergency 
stations should be found in many places 
and, according to circumstances, be 
equipped with fast-going ambulance 
motor-boats, fast-going ambulance-cars, or 
fast-going ambulance planes. The provin- 
cial population, earlier often constrained 
to put up with rather antiquated social 
conditions, has quite legitimate claims to 
a qualified hospital service; and these 
claims should be attended to by aid of 
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the new traffic facilities. Distances are 
now. of less moment, and it is therefore 
unnecessary to bring people together into 
too big communities in order to give them, 
for example, the benefit of all the re- 
sources of medical research. In these 
times there is no longer any reason to 
maintain the old, and with regard to its 
dimensions comparatively © insignificant, 
local hospital with access to but a few 
medical specialities. 

It is now a question of substituting 
many small, incomplete and hardly 
rational hospitals by effective health 
centres. “ 


England’s Attitude towards Health. 

According to my opinion England 
should be the first country in the world 
to launch practically these new thoughts 
and ideas. So much has been destroyed 
in the communities all over the country 
during this last war that an enormous 
rebuilding is bound to take place. The 
people of England must there‘ore take a 
stand with~ regard to whether their 
country is to continue in the beaten 
tracks, or if its hospital, health and social 
service system is to be reformed boldly 
and completely in order to provide the 
needs of the citizens in a manner that was 
formerly inconceivable. To judge from 
the health service scheme presented in 
1944 by the English Ministry of Health 
in which it says that ‘‘ the foundation for 
the new Great Britain is good health,” 
it seems that England is ready to take 
the latter course. Having set out, Eng 
land has to follow through and set an 
example to other countries. This prob- 
lem is equally topical the world over, but 
it is certainly most advisable that some- 
body becomes the prime mover, and who 
should this be but a country which, like 
England, has had so much destroyed by 
the war that an indomitable desire to re- 
build has been created and the recon- 
struction thus become something unavoid- 
able. But before changing definitely to 
the realisation of the schemes a thorough 
research combined with practical experi- 
ments ought to. take place so that com- 
plete knowledge of the factors can be 
obtained. The country should therefore 
be split up into districts, central hospital 
districts, and the research carried out 
** vertically,” i.e., be really penetrating 
with regard to all social conditions ‘‘ from 
the cradle to the grave,’’ this research 
work to be concentrated in one single ex- 
perimenta! district. The State and this 
district ought to lead the way, jointly 
supported by technique and science. In 
this district one investigates which social 
institutions are satisfactory and can be 
maintained, which are in need of adjust- 
ment, which should be discontinued and 
which new are required in order that the 
social service may function in a more 
efficient way. Thus, in a short while, 
there is created within this experimental 
district a thoroughly tried pattern, which 
may be used as the unfailingly reliable 
paragon for an extensive reorganisation 
embracing the whole country. 

In Sweden, with this aim in view, I 
have worked for some considerable time, 
and I am presently preparing a concrete 
plan of this experimental district idea. 
The district chosen as my operative basis 
is the central hospital district dependent 
on the hospital constructed by me, the 
Sédersjukhuset, which consists of six 
Stockholm parishes numbering in all 
about 240,000 inhabitants. I have already 
investigated and proved in my general 
plan which. hospitals in this district were 
unsatisfactory, which ought to be reor- 
ganised or discontinued, and which must 
be erected. The principles drawn up in 
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the general plan have now teen accepted 
by the City Coyncil of Stockholm. Should 
England want to study these fundamentai 
principles for social rebuilding there will 
be found in Stockholm the already parti- 
ally achieved results from my work and 
from the decision of the authorities. 

In order to construct a complete central 
hospital it is necessary to split up the 


preparatory work on all those medical, 


technical'and administrative departments, 
etc., that are parts of the hospital, and 
to summon experts who are to work on a 
whole-time basis under the guidance of a 
person whose most distinguished feature 
1s, first, to realise his own limitation, and, 
second, his capacity to co-ordinate the 
results of the work of different persons, 
He-can therefore allow the selected, quali- 
fied staff of experts to work according to 
slogan : ‘‘ Liberty under responsibility and 
control.”’ 

This means that experts may freely, 
but within a limited time, carry out their 
proposals based on thorough knowledge 
and close study, but thereafter they are, 
however, responsible for the reliability of 
their propsoals and finally placed under 
qualified control. It is up to the manager 
to see to it that each expert and control 
instance fulfils its functions in due time, 
but he does not concern himself with the 
further and detailed shape of the propo- 
sals, as his special knowledge cannot ob- 
viously in any way compete with that of 
the experts. The manager is also charged 
with the extremely responsible and heavy 
oe of co-ordinating the expert work as a 
whole. 


The Preparatory Work. 

* The preparatory work for the Séders- 
jukhuset was arranged accerding to these 
principles. I was appointed head architect 
and leader of this enormous enterprise, 
and a large staff of experts was put at my 
disposal. I started all along the line by 
forbidding each physician employed to 
express in advance any opinion as to how 
he meant to solve his problem. Everybody 
was instead given the task to try to pro- 
duce—by way of travels, literary studies, 
co-operation with colleagues, etc.—various 
alternatives from different clinics in many 
countries of the world. The collected 
material was then reviewed by physicians, 
nurses, architects, engineers, and other 
personnel employed on a whole-time basis 
solely for this purpose, and thereafter the 
experts completed their commissions by 
signing their names on the definite pro- 
posal based on the ‘‘ pearls’? in the 
various alternatives and in their own 
original suggestions. Each proposal was 
then tested by national and ‘foreign pro- 
fessionals in every separate department 
whose opinions were decisive for those 
adjustments of the proposals that were 
considered necessary. In so doing the 
national and the foreign expert control 
ultimately came to an agreement every- 
where. This thorough preparatory work, 
done by the highest qualified authority 
available, has been the cause to the un- 
usual fact that the granting authorities 
have accepted the final proposal in every 
respect. Consequently the. Sédersjukhuset 
does not hold anything that is a result of 
a compromise. Not a single room is elimi- 
nated, but the proposed measures have 
been effectuated to 100 per cent. They are 
based on the laboratory principle ; tech- 
nique, science, professional knowledge, 
research, liberty under responsibility, and 
control. 

I do not intend to take up space 
with any further description of the 
Sédersjukhuset, but should like to refer 
to the number of the most prominent 
technical paper in Sweden, T'eknisk 
Tidskrift, which was published on July 1, 
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1944, with a detailed account of the 
Sidersjukhuset. This article, I am sure, 
could, translated into English, impart 


several ¢ruit-bearing ideas to England’s 
hospital authorities. Besides, 1 should 
like, as previously emphasised, to recom- 
mend a study of the documents of the 
investigation concerning the Sédersjukhu- 
set, and to suggest that England ‘allowed 
qualified professionals a close study of the 
hospital and the social plan in which it is 
incorporated as an important link, not, 
however, with a view of imitating, but so 
that, supported by the impulses gained 
during such a visit, and relying on recent 
experiences; proceed to construct in Eng- 
land hospitals which shall go many steps 
farther than ours. We shall then take it 





for granted that each year’s model shall 
be somewht better than that of last year. 

Industrial and social life has become 
more and more complicated, and the need 
has therefore increased to find real experts 
who are to participate or direct the inves- 
tigations concerning measures and reforms 
in connection with the general develop- 
ment. Economic and industrial life have 
succeeded in solving the problem how to 
test the schemes of the experts before 
they are realised. No. industry exists 
nowadays which accepts an invention 
without first having submitted it to the 
necessary tests. Within society on the 
other hand one takes from time to time 
steps that do not lead to tne result aimed 
at, but that neverthelss bring enormous 


A TYPICAL SUN-ROOM ATTACHED TO A WARD. 


costs upon the public. How, then, is 
social development under such reliable 
supervision to be managed? : 
Well, industry as well as society must— 
as already pointed out—arrange for 
various research institutes where ever- 
progressing development is followed by 
regular advanced training courses. In 
this way one is assured of the necessary 
supply of experts whose task it is to sub- 
mit those improvements and changes that 
are a condition of the development. “A 
scheme concerning social conditions having 
been submitted, it is then made the 
object of supervisional tests in the experi- 
mental department of the research insti- 
tutes concerned. Here one is concerned 
with pure facts and_is in a position to 


.gain reliable knowledge about building 


and running costs connected with the 
scheme, as well as its effect. The research 
institutes are also equipped to check 
statistics covering all measures taken 
recently within the country in the field 
concerned, which statistics amplify the 
scheme; also the central archives depart- 
ment of the institutes is in close touch 
with the corresponding offices of other 
countries. 


Research Activity. 

I have sought to interest the Govern- 
ment of our country to lay the foundations 
of three research institutes, and, so far, 
three research committees at least have 
been appointed. Among them is a com- 
mittee charged with a detailed investiga- 
tion concerning the rehabilitation and 
resettlement of the disabled and the aged, 
as well as a proposal, submitted by me to 
the Government, dealing with the founda- 
tion of a research organisation “or the 
social system based on experimental dis- 
tricts functioning according to the prin- 
ciples which have ‘been referred_to. At 
the same time I have also prop the 
foundation of research institutes for the 
building industry and agriculture, and 
research committees have been appointed 
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THE VISITORS’ ENTRANCE HALL. 2,500 VISITORS CAN BE ACCOMMODATED HERE AT ONE TIME. 


in these fields and are busy drawing up 
the necessary plans. True, we have earlier 
+a a number of committees commissioned 
iquire into certain issues involved in 
¢.€xe great problems, but everywhere the 
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truth of the English experience has been 
distinctly atest. that specialised research 
that has not been co-ordinated and syn- 
chronised is bad. We simply have to 
change to co-ordinated research work. 


t 
For this purpose we need a theans of co- 
ordination with a special office, which con- 
ducts the research activity. 
The war ended, it is an important 
matter to decide what factor should be the 


ENTRANCE FOR DISPENSARY AND SURGERY PATIENTS. 
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starting point in the work ot rebuilding. 
It has up till now gamncelty been con- 
sidered that money was number one, the 
machine number two, and the human being 
number three. The revolution needed to 
create a better world, however, has 
nothing to do with the building of barri- 
cades and people killing each other, as in 
the French Revolution. The tactics of 
that age have come to an end. The revo- 
lution needed follows automatically if we 
only agree on the following maxim in 
solving social problems : the Ritean being 
shall be number one, the machine number 
two, and money number three. Then this 
revolution will be the means of bringing 
into being research, employment and live- 
lihood—a revolution which will create 
human beings with sound bodies, minds, 
and economy. Elderly people, as well as 
the grown-up generation of the present 
time, have hardly any hopes of being par- 
ticipants in a bright future, but the pros- 
pects are at once more promising if, in 
working towards this goal, we take the 
young people as the starting point: In 
each country there must be drawn up a 
development scheme, stating the number 
of young people who annually are to be 
trained for each profession, and how they 
are to be given full occupation once their 
training is completed. Every man and 
woman entering life in this way should 
get a good well-paid job. If such a 
system, however, is put into operation, 
one finds that we cannot at once and 
simultaneously employ the young people, 
the invalids, the aged, and the machines. 
Some group must be pushed aside, and it 
will at first hand be those of the invalids 
and the aged that have to back out. But 
if they are to withdraw spontaneously and 
contentedly it is imperative that they be 
provided with a really adequate invalid 
and old-age pension, which is a right and 
not a charity. I have further dealt with 
this problem in a little pamphlet named 
“A qualified invalid and old-age pension,” 
Stockholm, 1941, published in collaboration 
with the Swedish Labour Movement, 
which pamphlet I also recommend for 
translation. As my programme, by caring 
for the aged in a manner that gives them 
satia‘action, provides room for the young, 
I hope it is not presumptuous on my part 
to call my work a programme for youth 
and research. 

In connection with the big tasks that 
are awaiting the English authorities, it is 
undoubtedly necessary “or them to gather 
suggestions and ideas everywhere. It 
would therefore give me ‘great satisfaction 
if these authorities would show an interest 
in our modest experiments in Sweden and 
find out if maybe there are any trains of 
thought worth following. The principles 
for our work are further explained in a 
report which the Royal Committee for 
Disabled requested me to hand over in 
October last. A translation of this report 
into English, eventually in a somewhat 
revised form, should facilitate the study 
for many Englishmen active in these insti- 
tutions of the preparatory Swedish steps 
for a new social life and rebuilding. 


THE HOSPITAL DESCRIBED 


On Aprit 3, 1944, roe Krnc or Swepen 
inaugurated the Sédersjukhuset, the 
‘“‘ Southern Hospital,’ which is situated 
on the southern outskirts of the Swedish 
capital with a wonderful view over a bay 
of Lake Mialaren. Built by the city of 


Stockholm, it was commenced in 1938. At 
present this hospital, which is intended 
for the treatment of all kinds of diseases, 
can receive somewhat over 600 in-patients, 
but when it is fully completed in a few 
years’ time it will have wards for 1,200 
it will 


in-patients. Furthermore, have 
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15 different polyclinics—seven of them are 
already in use—capable of treating about 
1,000 patients a day. When completed, 
this Hospital will have a total staff of 
doctors, nurses and assistants comprising 
about 1,200 persons, which corresponds to 
about one for every bed-patient. 

In this establishment, the designer, Mr. 
Hjalmar Cederstrém, has created some- 
thing entirely new in the field of hospital 
building. In many respects it radically 
breaks away from what has hitherto been 
traditional in hospital construction. He 
calls his hospital ‘‘ a public health centre,” 
whose function is not only to cure sick 
persons but also to give advice and spread 
information about how to remain healthy. 
This care of the health already starts with 
the care of expectant mothers. 

The hospital, which contains 5,400 
rooms, consists of a big main building 
with a large number of wings, all built 
of concrete and designed practically 
throughout on the multiple system. An 
X-ray department, for instance, has two 
examination rooms, both of which are 
operated from a mutual control room, and 
at the clinic for physical therapy one 
nurse supervises the treatment in two. 
rooms. A standard ward has accommoda- 
tion for 32 patients in five four-bed rooms, 
four two-bed rooms and four one-bed 
rooms. In addition, every ward has its 
own solarium, into which the patients are 
wheeled for certain hours a day. Further, 
there is a separate smoking room, and 
every ward has also a room intended for 
conferences with doctors, priests, etc. 

The entrance hall to the hospital houses 
about 2,000 persons, corresponding to the 





anticipated number of patients’ visitors. 
This hall is provided with a post-office, a 
café, a  paper-shop and _ tobacconist’s, 
flower-shop, etc. It also has a special 
créche for children with a nurse, where 
the visitors can leave their children. 
Another practical arrangement for the 
visitor is that the corridor leading to the 
ward he is to visit is painted in the same 
colour as his entrance card. 

Every clinic has its own waiting-room, 
equipped with pleasant and comfortable 
furniture. In order to diminish the risk 
of infection the hospital is built in such 
a way that personnel and patients from 
one clinic or ward never have to pass 
through another department. Standardi- 
sation has been carried through as far as 
possible in respect of both the buildings 
and the equipment. Practically every- 
thing has been tried out in a special model 
shop, where the various wards, etc, 
were built to scale and were equipped with 
furniture and other fittings. Here the 
designs were scrutinised, criticised and im- 
proved by specialists in the various fields. 
In this way practical solutions for almost 
everything were evolved before the build- 
ing of the hospital was commenced. 
Within the walls of the new hospital are, 
therefore, no designs that have emerged 
as a result of more or less useful com- 
promises. In addition to concrete, wall- 
board and similar material of various 
kinds as well as stainless steel have found 
a wide use in this building. An interesi- 
ing innovation is the construction of the 
ceiling in the corridors. It consists of 
sheets of por ‘* e-ernit,’’ inside 
which are placed the pipe lines. Thanks 
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to this arrangement any leakage is imme- 
diately observed and can easily be repaired 
through the removing of a single sheet. 
In addition, these corrugated sheets 
eliminate echo in the corridors. 

One of the many interesting features of 
this institution is the-organisation of the 
kitchen. From a central kitchen, which 
is situated on the upper floor, the food is 
conveyed in a semi-finished state to 11 
branch kitchens, where it is cooked ready 
and seasoned and where sauces are made, 
diet food prenereri. etc. From there it 
goes straight down in lifts to the various 
wards which the kitchen in question has 
to serve. This arrangement permits of a 
wider variation in the food to meet 
different requirements and enables it to 
be more readily served. The system also 
has economic advantages. It requires less 
staff and makes it possible to utilise all 
left-over food in a better way than is 
possible in a big central kitchen. 

Beneath the building, 7 metres down 
in the solid rock, has been organised a 
bomb- and gas-proof underground hospital 
for 2,500 persons where 1,000 bed-patients 
can be treated for one month without 
communication with the outside world. It 
has, among other things, 12 wards 
measuring 32 by 6 metres, and is equipped 
with two operating theatres, its own water 
and electricity supplies, heating plant, etc. 
Several of the establishment’s 50 or so lifts 
go down to this underground hospital, but 
if the lifts should be put out of action, 
communication can be maintained by 
means of a ramped road and a number of 
stairways. 

The Southern Hospital has so far cost 
about 35 million kroner, and it is esti- 
mated that by the time it is completed 
it will have cost about 50 million kroner 
(£3,000,000). The cost of treatment at 
this hospita! is, as at all other public 
Swedish hospitals, very moderate. An 
in-patient here pays 4.50 kr. (5s.) a day 
during the first 14 days and after that 
3.50 kr.; and clinic patient 3 kroner (3s.) 
a visit. If the sick person is a member 
of the State-supported health insurance 
societies, which every other Swede is, 
these societies pay the entire cost. 

The Swedish capital has in a few years 
been provided with two big hospitals. 
In 1940 the Carolinian Hospital on the 
northern outskirts of Stockholm was com- 
pleted. Like the Southern Hospital, it THE CENTRAL KITCHEN. Below: THE HOSPITAL’S POWER HOUSE. 
has accommodation for about 1,200 in- 
patients and, in addition, it is provided 
with a large number of special clinics, 
among other things a department for 
radium therapy. These two hospitals are 
the largest in Scandinavia. 











SMALL PERMANENT HOUSES 


As we recorded last week, the drawings 
submitted in the competition for designs 
for small houses, promoted by the House- 
Building Industries’ Standing Committee, 
are now on view at the Building Centre, 
Maddox-street, W: A number o: the 
designs were illustrated in our last issue, 
and others on pp. 153-4. A full specifi- 
cation is attached to the designs iat the 
exhibition. Some of the designers, in 
addition to the geometrical drawings, 
submitted models of their schemes, viz., 
Wythenshaw (builder, F. J. Gibson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd. ; architect, Edward Adams, 
A.R.I.B.A.); Stoke-on-Trent (builders, 
Messrs. F. Fradley, Ltd.; architects, 
Edward Forshaw and Greaves); Leicester 
(builders, Bradshaw Bros. (Contractors), 
Ltd. ; architects, E. H. Smith and A. J. 
Wood, F.R.I.B.A.); Plymouth (builders, 


Davis Estates, Ltd.; architect, A. Ken- » 
neth Barter, L.R.I.B.A.). THE SODERSJUKHUSET, STOCKHOLM. 
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SALE MOOR. 


LESLIE H. PENMAN, A.R.1.B.A., ARCHITcCT. 


JAMES LENNON, LTD., BUILD=RS. 


COMPETITION FOR DESIGN & BUILDING OF PERMANENT HOUSES. (See page 152.) 
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ST. JOHN’S, KENT. L. F. RICHARDS, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. L. A. G. HAWKES, BUILDER. 
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HEADINGTON, OXFORD. LL. G. NORCOTT, ARCHITECT. LA. PYE, LTD., BUILDERS. 


COMPETITION FOR DESIGN & BUILDING OF PERMANENT HOUSES. (See page 152.) 
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GOVERNMENT 
HOUSING POLICY 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 

Tue circular (152/45) issued on August 
15 by the Ministry of Health on the per- 
manent housing programme is curiously 
like the official circular sent to local autho- 
rities in 1919 by Dr. Addison, at that time 
Minister of Health. Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
the present Minister of Health, on August 
15, 1945, stated that every local authority 
should aim at having a first instalment 
of their programme under construction 
before the autumn. Application for 
authority to invite tenders, or negotiate 
prices, in respect of specific schemes, has 
to be made by letter as and when it is 
expected that work will be able to start 
in two months. The condition that tenders 
should not be invited until the roads and 
sewers are complete no longer applies. 
Housing authorities are asked to make 
arrangements, where they consider that 
this will result in better progress, for the 
construction of the roads and sewers at the 
same time as the construciior of the 
houses, 


What are “‘ Satisfactory Prices ’’? 

Then comes the crucial point in Mr. 
Bevan’s circular. ‘‘ As soon as satisfac- 
tory prices have been obtained for the 
first instalment the Minister will be ready 
to consider proposals ‘or a further instal- 
ment.’” What is the precise meaning of 
the phrase ‘‘ satisfactory prices’’? 
Prices to-day for permanent houses are 
approximately 100 per cent. above 1939 
prices. In some cases they are as much 
as 125 per cent. Will Mr. Bevan approve 
proposals for building at 125 per cent. 
above pre-war prices? If so, history may 
repeat itself, just as his present memo- 
randum closely resembles those issued by 
Dr. Addison in 1919. On August 2, 1919, 
the late Sir James Carmichael, a practical 
builder, who was at that time Director- 
General of Housing, wrote a special appeal 
asking loca] authorities not to hold their 
hands but to proceed immediately with 
the development of the most convenient 
part of any scheme. He said: “‘ ‘This is 
especially important where rcads and 
sewers are already in existence and where 
building can commence at once. Where 
there are as yet no roads or sewers, the 
development should be begun as soon as 
plans and tenders for the roads and sewers 
have been approved.’’ The average cost 
of three-bedroomed non-parlour houses, for 
which tenders were approved in the 
autumn of 1919, was £453. Within a vear, 
by September 30, 1920, the average of the 
tenders accepted through the country 
reached £881 for the non-parlour house, 
and £949 for the parlour house. 

Common-sense words on housing were 
later published by the late Lord 
Melchett, who succeeded Dr. Addison as 
Minister of Health. His words are very 
appropriate to-day. He, of course, recog- 
nised the necessity after the last war for 
providing houses in great numbers, well- 
designed, and at a reasonable rent. But 
he continued : ‘‘ Those who, like myself, 
have had to grapple with this task, not in 
theory but in practice, soon realise that 
the number of houses which can be ob- 
tained in any given period is limited by 
the two factors of labour and materials. 
It is worse than useless to sanction 
schemes and enter into contracts for the 
erection of houses unless there is reason- 
able assurance that the requisite labour 
and materials will be available. The only 
result of such a policy would be to inflate 
the market against the purchaser, who, 
in any case, for some years to come, will 
be the public.” 
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Housing Prices Since 1919. 

To-day we can look back upon the his- 
tory of housing since 1919. The official 
figures are available. They are extremely 
significant, and they carry with them a 
clear lesson at the present time. The 
following figures are taken from an Appen- 
dix published in an official Government 
report on housing from 1919 to 1939. The 
building cost per foot super of the 3,502 
houses completed by local authorities in 
1$1$ and 1920 rose from i6s. 54d. to 
20s. 2d. in that period. When the late 
Lord Melchett applied the Geddes Axe 
in 1922 the cost fell immediately to 9s. 4d. 
It rose slightly at the time of the first 
Labour Government, when the late Mr 
John Wheatley increased housing sub+ 
sidies, to the figure of 10s. O3d. It fel] at 
the time of the financial depression in 
1930 te 9s. Ojd. It reached its lowest 
figure of 7s. 104d. in 1935, when locai 
authorities completed 43,345 houses and 
private enterprise 275,299. In 1938, when 
in July there were over 921,000 men em- 
ployed in the building industry, the build. 
ing cost per foot super was Qs. 2d. 

In August, 1945, although ne official 
figures are available, it is understood that 
the tenders now being approved are 
approximately 20s. per foot:super for per- 
manent houses and 25s. or more for tem- 
rorary houses. No doubt these figures 
have already been brought to the atten- 
tion of Mr. Aneurin Bevan, the Minister 
of Heaith. They will be well known to 
Mr. Lewis Silkin, the new Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, who has 
such a long record of public service in 
municipal housing and a vast experience. 
It is to be hoped, in the interests not only 
of the building industry but of the nation, 
that the lessons to be learnt from the 
mistakes made in 1919 will not be forgotten 
in the present crisis, 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Extracts from the King’s Speech of par- 
ticular interest to the building industry 
are given on page 143, 


Housing Policy. 

Speaking in the House on Friday, Mr. 
Greenwood (Lord Privy Seal) said that 
demobilisation and man-power had been 
referred to in the debate, but he would 
leave that because one of his colleagues 
would be making the fullest possible 
statement on the matter next week.’ With 
regard to housing, they were doing their 
best to mobilise prisoner labour not only 
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on the sites but in actual building. Regis- 
tration of building trade workers was pro- 
ceeding pretty rapidly and the use of 
prisoners of war was being extended. 
The change over to the production of com- 
ponents for houses was proceeding as 
rapidly as possible, and he hoped that 
they would presently be making more of 
these components as factory jobs which 
could be carried through by people now 
working in the munitions industry, The 
Government had not departed from their 
policy of setting up a Ministry of 
Housing, but penrere the situation now 
it was quite clear that if that policy were 
to be carried into effect it would entail 
legislation and interdepartmental con- 
fusion and delay. In the meantime the 
Ministry of Housing and Planning was in 
cold storage. 

Precious time had been lost by the late 
Government, because housing policy 
rested on more than one department. The 
situation now was that housing policy— 
subject to the Cabinet—rested with the 
Minister of Health and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland; planning remained 
where it was; and the Ministry of Works 
would act as the supply department for 
the building industry as a whole. The 
Minister of Works would still continue to 
be responsible for prefabricated and tem- 
porary houses and for building for 
Government Departments. 

Whatever local authorities did, building 
would have to be conducted by the build- 
ing industry, but the Government’s atti- 
tude towards private enterprise was not 
the same as that of the Minister of Health 
in the late Government. He found it diffi- 
cult to believe that the House would agree 
for one moment to let loose by the aid of 
subsidy large-scale private building of 
houses for sale while the most urgent 
needs of the people were not met. It was 
perfectly clear that the housing problem 
would be solved by dealing with it on a 
system of priority, serving first those 
whose needs were greatest.. That was why 
temporary housing had got to be faced. 
Shelter had to be provided for the winter 
and the following months. 

The cost plus system, which was ex- 
travagant and wasteful, was the subject of 
discussion to see whether exorbitant 
prices could be avoided. The Housing 
(Rural Workers) Act, which was expiring. 
would not be continued. It had been of 
service in Scotland, but as good as a dead 
letter in England and Wales. 

Mr. Henderson Stewart: Is it to be 
continued then in Scotland? 

Mr. Greenwood: I am afraid not. The 
Government (he continued) would deal 
with rural housing as part of the general 
housing campaign. The Secretary of State 
for Sentland honed to replace that Act by 
something more fruitful. 


THE PERMANENT HOUSE 
PROGRAMME 
MINISTER’S MESSAGE TO LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES. 

In a circular (152/45) issued to housing 
authorities, the Minister oS Health states 
that every local authority should aim at 
having a first instalment of their pro- 
gramme for the erection of permanent 
houses under construction before the 

autumn. 

If the Council are not yet in a position 
to apply for specific authority to obtain 
tenders or negotiate prices for a first in- 
stalment, they should take as a matter of 
urgency all action practicable to put them- 
selves in this position. Application for 
authority to invite tenders or negotiate 
prices in respect of specific schemes should 
be made by letter as and when it is ex- 
pected that work will be able to start in 
two months. The condition indicated in 
Circular 66/45 that tenders should not be 
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invited until the roads and sewers were 
complete no longer applies. Arrangements 
may be made for the construction of the 
roads and sewers at the same time as the 
consiruction of the houses where the 
authority considers that this will result in 
better progress. 

As soon as satisfactory prices have been 
obtained for the first instalment the Min- 
ister will be ready to consider proposals 
for a further* instalment. The Council 
should satis‘y themselves that effective 
arrangements are made to secure a con- 
tinuous flow of houses on the basis of a 
programme expanding with the expansion 
of the building industry. In particular, 
they should now take steps to secure In 
advance land required for such a pro- 
gramme. The condition that only land 
which is required for the first or second 
year’s programme should be acquired now 
no longer applies. The Minister will be 
prepared to consider proposals for the 
acquisition of land reasonably required by 
the Council for their housing programme. 
Where sites of substantial size are in 
question it is important that steps for 
acquisition should be taken in advance of 
the time when the land is required for 
house building in order that the layout 
may be carefully planned in advance with 
proper regard for the essential community 
services. 

If the Council have good reason to sup- 
pose that they will not be in a position to 
apply to the Minister for permission to 
obtain tenders or negotiate prices for a 
first instalment of their housing pro- 
gramme by September 30, the Minister 
requests that he may at once be informed 
of the reasons for their anticipated lia- 
bility to do so. 


“LET THE BUILDERS 


BUILD NOW” 


L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT’S PROMISE TO 
NEW GOVERNMENT. 


Aut the resources of the building indus- 
try of London will be at the disposal of 
the new Government, just as they were at 
the disposal of the late Government, as 
soon as it announces its plans for the re- 
building of our shattered homes, said Mr. 
J. S. Galbraith, President of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, at a meeting 
of the Association’s Central Area No. 2 on 
August 13. Mr. A. W. Yeomans, Chair- 
man of*the Area, presided. i 

A start has been made with both build- 
ing and rebuilding, said Mr. Galbraith, 
but if the Government wanted building 
to go ahead at speed it must find means 
to provide the necessary labour, either by 
release from munitions or the acceleration 
of the supply from the Forces. At present 
labour was the bottleneck. 

“I congratulate the new Minister of 
Health and the new Minister of Works on 
the high office to which they have been 
called,” said Mr. Galbraith. ‘‘ By their 
works they will be judged, and the more 
they simplify the present highly compli- 
cated machinery which delays the actual 
work of building, the more avickly they 
will get the houses and the schools and 
the factories for which everyone is 
clamouring. Let the builders build, was 
the urgent plea we made to the last 
Government. Let the builders build now, 
is the plea we make to its successors.”’ 


“** City and Guilds’: L.M.B.A. Prizes. 
Tue London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent its usual donation of five 
guineas to the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, to provide prizes for students 
taking the painting and decorating courses. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.] 


The Local Builder: What of the Future? 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr.—There are four elements which 
must be faced, as they will affect the 
future of the builder: (a) A tremendous 
nationa! building programme. (b) Short- 
age of labour and materials, and the need 
for trainees and substitutes. (c) Labour 
Government and the different outlook of 
the individual emplovee. (d) Tae growth 
of combines and company groups. 

A wise consideration ofthese factors 
should allow the local builder to take full 
advantage of the present and future condi- 
ticns, and ensure that he will have a 
reasonable chance cf surviving the slump 
which must follow. 

In the period between the wars a gradual 
change was taking place. On housing 
schemes it was found profitable to pur- 
chase joinery units, such as window 
frames, doors and kitchen cabinets, from 
mass-producers. Such items as slopfitting 
were becoming a speciality. Aciual turn- 
over was perhaps not less, but, in many 
cases, the propertion of actual orders 
against possibie orders was much less. 

During this present war the position of 
many local builders has leen difficult 
through loss of labour and shortage of 
supplies. Consequently, if the local 
builder has been able to function, it has 
been on a very reduced scale. The large 
national builder, however, lias been able 
to ebtain Government contracts and has 
been assisted to obtain labour and mate- 
tial, and, having a very large turnover, 
he has been able to build up ample reserves 
with which to expand his business into the 
local districts. 

When a large organisation books an 
order in a couatry town, it is usual only 
to send a few leading hands and recruit 
the labour locally. This means a further 
drain upon the local builders’ labour 
reserves. 
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The present Government's plan for pre- 
fabricated houses has shown that it is 
possible to factory-make many parts of a 
house. For example, the plumbing units 
made on assembly line using a jig have 
proved quite satisfactory. We all ~know 
how necessary it is for the country to 
have thousands of houses. ‘The new 
Government must see that ;neir policy is 
carried out and, if the local builder is not 
able to take his part in the programme 
he will be eliminated and will possibly 
have difficulty in obtaining labour and 
material for ordinary repairs. 

We have seen what the large organisa- 
tions and the muitiple provision shops 
have done to the local tradesmen. It will 
be a national calamity if the local builder 
is to be treated in a similar manner and 
if the good all-round mechanic is to be 
replaced by a type of unit adjustor as in 
large engineering firms. The smail 
builders must not wait to be wiped out 
individually, and the writer suggests that 
a scheme for co-operation by districts 
should be introduced, perhaps through the 
local Master Builders’ Association. <A 
local factory centre should be e¢stablished, 
mutually financed, which will contain a 
production joinery factory, a prefabricated 
concrete layout, prefabricated plumbing 
shop, and everything necessary to compete 
with the large concerns. Group buying 
could be carried out and the advantage of 
increased discounts obtained. 

A central plant yard could be estab- 
lished and hired out as necessary. When 
the plant is bought by a company, it. is 
usually a capital charge, and cften not 
used 50 per cent. of the time, but by 
having a central depot the plant would be 
hired out and the hiring-charges would be 
invoiced against income. A central main- 
tenance squad could be kept to keep the 
nlant in first-class condition before issue. 
In fact, the central.factory would be a 
pool from which help, advice and perhaps 
finance could be obtained to assist indi- 
vidual members, 

The financial gentlemen who control the 
large firms live in a far distant city and 
are not at all interested in local districts 
or politics, but the small builder, resident 
in the district, has local responsibilities. 
He is often on the council and spends his 
time and money amongst his customers; 
he is proud of his job and takes a fatherly 
interest in his employees, especially the 
men he bas trained. 

There is, however, a much more serious 
factor to consider. A tour of the blitzed 
areas will show how little enthusiasm is 
taken by present workers in the amount 
and quality of their work. This, of course, 
is bad supervisicn, but in the proposed 
scheme each builder will be a unit who 
thoroughly understands his job .and is able 
to control both the work and the opera- 
tives. In the difficult times ahead it is 
very essential that the ordinary employees 
should have an interest in results, and it 
has been found, in the large factories, 
most necessary not only to have a produc- 
tion committee consisting of so many 
of the executives but also so many em- 
ployees.: This scheme could be easily 
worked and meetings held frequently to 
discuss problems affecting both parties. 
Also, as an added incentive, the men 
should be given a bonus, probably as 
much as paid to shareholders. This 
amount is more than covered by the men 
when working enthusiastically. 

Local rivalry amongst builders must 
cease, and an organiser appointed to blend 
the work of the factory with the re- 
quirements of each of the units to adjust 
the load, and generally to supervise the 
whole machinery. 

I: is obvions that, unless some effort is 
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made, and made immediately, the small 
iocal builder must become a ‘nonentity. 
C. 8. Constant. 
Erdington, Birmingham. 


A Fair Day’s Work. 
To THe Eprrorn or The Buidder. 

Srr,—As a member af a building family 
of fairly long existence who, by virtue of 
priorities, etc., have retained a good pro- 
portion of pre-war labour and a satisfac- 
torily high standard of building work, I 
find much to agree with in ‘‘ Housing 
Architect’s”’ article on ‘‘A Fair Day’s 
Work” [The Builder, August 10]. 

In his strong words about the output of 
the men, however, I wonder if sufficient 
consideration has been given to the ob- 
vious causes of the decline in output. It 
is true output is low, but, by comparison 
with other trades, so are wages. 

On a perfectly straight one-brick wall 
about 30 ft. long, pointed one side, with 
a minimum of plumbing and cutting, we 
had 30 bricks laid per hour by men who 
would have laughed at three times that 
output before the war. This work was 
done at a munitions factory where semi- 
skilled men boasted they could earn £2 
before lunch, and where ‘‘ redundant” 
men were paid £6 per week to sweep 
floors. The skilled bricklayer could earn 
about £5 for a full week, his mate get- 
ting little more than £4, and in winter 
months even these figures could not be 
guaranteed. ’ 

This is a mining district where high 
wages have been paid to those employed 
in the coal trade, and many folk have 
volunteered for work in the mines to 
obtain adequate wages. Further, there 
are other items where the building com- 
munity receives second best. Holidays 
with pay for the miner has meant £5 15s. ; 
for the building operative 1s. 6d. for each 
week he has worked during the year. The 
same story has to be told of and VJ 
payments. In addition to the lack of 
inducements I have mentioned there is the 
‘*bad weather’ bogey, and we can appre- 
ciate that home-packed sandwiches from 
rations is a poor substitute for the cheap 
dinner obtainable in works’ can‘eens. 

No, I am inclined to the opinion that 
those of the building community have 
built our war factories, military camps, 
etc., minus the many ‘‘extras’’ which 
have attracted large numbers to safer and 
more remunerative employment, ang I am 
confident that when these differences do 
not exist the building operatives will give 
the fair day’s work which we all expect 


of them. 
E. R. Hemstry. 
Hugglescote, Leicester. 


Prefabricated Houses. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—Why is the prefabricated house so 
much favoured by local authorities? The 
cost is approximately £800, and its life is 
limited to about ten years. Therefore it 
compares most unfavourably with the Ee. 
manent brick-built structure. Birmingham 
has erected a brick-built house in 14 days, 
so that it cannot be proved to be a ques- 
tion of saving time. Again, Bournemouth 
is building four pairs of brick houses by 
23 boys under the apprentice master 
scheme devised by the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Trainihg Council, so that 
answers any argument about the shortage 
of skilled labour. 

I am of the opinion that bureaucratic 
control—or, in plain language, red tape— 
is the reason for the lack of brick houses 


to-day. The American Forces who have 
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been with us durin 
have demonstrated their building methods 
on the vast aerodromes they have con- 
structed with considerable speed, effici- 
ency and ability. It is apparent that a 
close study of their methods would be 
advantageous in solving this acute hous- 
ing shortage instead of the present 
‘system ’’ of shelving it for ten years by 
erecting temporary dwellings. 
N. Barnes. 


the past few years 


Ipswich. 


Tenders and Deposits. 
To THE Eprror or 7'he Builder 

Sir,—It is customary for Public Autho- 
rities, when inviting tenders, to demand 
a deposit as a condition of seuding out 
bills of quantities, specification and form 
of tender, etc., this deposit being return- 
able ‘‘on receipt of a bona-fide Tender 
and the return of all documents.”’ 

I would venture to suggest that there 
is no justifiable reason why 
should not be repaid on return of all docu. 
ments only, irrespective of whether a 
tender is submitted or not. Every tender 
which a builder prepares is at considerable 
irrecoverable expense, and why skould he 
be additionally penalised if, after sending 
for the documents, he finds through the 
exigencies peculiar to the trade it is not 
convenient for him to tender. Moreover, 
it is very questionable whether any autho- 
rity is in a position to judge if the tenders 
received are ‘‘ bona-fide"’ or not. Many 
builders, in order to recover their deposits, 
are compelled to adopt the ‘‘ infra-dig ”’ 
method of taking a covering price, 

A. E. Mrppuezron. 

5, High-street, Chislehurst. 
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AND NOW “SHARK”’ 


ANOTHER CIVIL ENGINEERING WAR 
CONTRIBUTION. 

Arter the triumphs of ingenuity repre- 
sented by ‘‘ Mulberry,” “ Pluto” and 
‘* Fido,” comes news of “Shark,” the 
designation applied to the scheme for 
restoring coastal ports destroyed by the 
enemy. Fortunately, it was not necessary 
to complete the scheme, as the Germans, 
in their retreat, failed to carry out demo- 
litions on the scale anticipated. 

In spite of this, “Shark” provides 
another striking example of the way in 
which private enterprise, pea Bo by 
British structural steelwork firms and:civil 
engineering contractors, evolved a solution 
of a vitally important problem. The basis 
of the scheme was the construction of 
floating steel caissons in units which could 
be transported to the Continent and used 
rapidly to seal locks and dock entrances 
wrecked by demolitions. Dorman Long 
& Co., Ltd., who had been responsible for 
a vital part of the Mulberry project, were 
called upon by the Ministry of Supply to 
undertake this work. The company had 
to produe 151 large and 151 small complete 
units involving 10,000 tons of structural 
steel, 3,000 tons of timber, and a vast 
amount of ancillary equipment. Dorman 
Long sought the assistance of 15 struc- 
tural steelwork firms and three civil con- 
tractors as sub-contractors, so that the 
work could be completed in the short time 
available. 

The floating steel caissons were com- 
posed of units each 30ft. in height by 
7 ft. in width and 40.ft. in length. These 
units were bolted together and enabled 
the greater part of a damaged dock en- 
trance to be closed. The openings between 
the caisson sides and the dock entrance 
walls were closed by heavy timber flaps 
reinforced with steel and hinged on the 
outer units, the pressure of the impounded 
water retaining these flaps against the 
walls. At high tide a ship could enter the 
dock, the caisson was floated into position 
and sunk by flooding the caisson. To open 
the dock the caisson was made buoyant by 
blowing out the water by means of com- 


pressed air. Either operation occupied 
— 90 minutes. 
he large units of the caissons were 


prefabricated in various parts of the 
country, whilst a virgin site on a tidal 
river was prepared for the construction of 
the caissons. In 16 weeks, roads, railways 
and reinforced concrete rafts covering 
three acres were laid; launch-ways and a 
fitting-out dock constructed; electric, 
water and compressed-air services in- 
stalled. Twelve cranes up to 30 tons 
capacity, welding and other special plant 
were erected. Mass ange mee was begun, 
and the end of the first. day saw a 60-ton 
unit travel along the track to be welded. 
Other operations, including installation of 
fittings, testing to prove the units were 
watertight, painting and launching, fol- 
lowed nine days being occupied to complete 
the work. The scheduled output of one 
unit a day was achieved, but only one- 
third of the original number had been com- 
pleted when S.H.A.E.F. decided the full 
programme was not necessary, and produc- 
tion ceased. 


L.C.C. Planning Officers’ Scales. 

Tue redesignation of certain grades of 
the architectural staff of the L.C.C. archi- 
tect’s department (published in The 
Builder . raged 6) has aga en to 

rovide that the signature “* planning 
Peicer ”” instead of ‘‘ architect ” should be 
used, where appropriate. 


G 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist JULY, 1945. 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A First Course in Science for Building 
Students. By L. S. Srappon and L 
McPuerson. Pp. 240. _ Illustrated. 
University Tutorial Press, Ltd. 5s. net. 


According to the preface, this book ‘‘ has ; 
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HOUSING IN CONCRETE 


A NEW SYSTEM. 

SPEAKING to the Federation of Master 
Builders (Area No. 9) on August 1, Mr. 
Peter Baillie, P.A.S.I., described a new 
system of house construction. He was 


been specifically written for the use of, appalled, he said, by the various sug- 
students in the new Junior Schools of; gestions and methods for the construction 


Building and for apprentices and full-time 
students in Technical Colleges taking the 
first year of the National Certificate Course 
in Building.” This statement implies that 
readers will range in age from 13 to 17 
years, @ very wide span, widened by the 
inclusion in the Appendix of second-year 
National. Certificate questions normally 
taken by still older students. These ques- 
tions may lead to confusion, even in a 
teacher’s mind, and should have been de- 
ferred to the second volume which the 
authors promise us. Though the text is 
very clear and the illustrations excellent, 
the book does contain a certain amount of 
information which is rather above the 
head of the average boy in one of the new 
two-year Junior eg Wenner: though 
probably third-year pupils could grasp it. 
Elementary physics, chemistry, mechanics 
and electricity—with their applications to 
modern building—are dealt with in an 
interesting way, and there is a carefully 
chosen sequence of experiments. The 
authors are daring enough to include a 
brief section on plastics. Another novel 
feature, adding a welcome and human 
touch to bare scientific facts, is the inclu- 
sion of references to the history of dis- 
covery: and a few portraits of eminent 
scientists. The book offers remarkably 
good value for its low price, and its pro- 
duction, in view of current obstacles, is 
most creditable. 


Balbus: A Picture Book of Building. By 
OttveR Hit and Hans _TIspAte. 
ieee Pleiades Books, Ltd.) Price 
2s. 6d. 

This gaily illustrated book is intended 
as a first introduction to building for boys 
and girls, and it would have succeeded 
well in its purpose were it not that the 
language used is insufficiently simple. 
Pity the parent who has to translate 
‘‘ (Baroque) buildings were being con- 
sidered in silhouette, and the favourite use 
of concave and convex walls and the free 
interpretation of classical themes gave full 
play to originality and adventure, often 
leading to wild extravagances.”’ This 
fault, which is noticeable throughout the 
book, destroys its value textually as a 
primer for young children, and takes it 
into the secondary school age _ group, 
where the drawings are too juvenile. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Spon’s ARCHITECTS’ AND BvILpERs’ 
Pocket Price Boox, 1945. Edited by 
Clyde Young, F.RLB.A., and Bernard 
Angel, F.I.A.A. (London: E. and F, N. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 9s. 4d. post free. 

New Burpgsrs’ HanpBook oN CaRp- 
ENTRY AND JoINeRY. By S. H. Glenister. 
(London : George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) 
Price 5s. net. 

Warner Prastics? By H. R. Fleck, 
M.Sc. (London: Temple Press, Ltd.) 
Price 15s. 

Piannine Acts, 1943-45, anp CompPENsa- 
TION FOR ACQUISITION oF Lanp. By J. R. 
Smith-Saville. (London: The Estates 
Gazette, Ltd.) Price 17s. 1d. post free. 

VaLuaTion For War Damace anp Town 
Pianninc Compensation. By R. Collier, 
F.8.I. (London: Butterworth and Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd.) Price 15s. 10d. post 
free. 

Tue Houses or PARLIAMENT. By Hans 
Wild and James Pope-Hennessy. (Lon- 
don: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 15s. 


net, 


of post-war housing accommodation, and 
had set to work to devise a simple and 
economical method of using the mate- 
rials which we had readily to hand. 
There was, he said, plenty of sand and 
cement and steel, and no _ structural 
timbers would be required in thé type 
of house he had designed. 

Casting factories were to be erected 
close to sand pits to avoid cartage (one 
was already on the way), where by means 
of special machinery, sand and cement, a 
carefully measured quantity of water, and 
a good proprietary wetting agent would 
be mixed at high speed, causing expan- 
sion according to the amount of whisking, 
and increasing the bulk of the mixture 
by 50 per cent. This mixture would then 
be cast in special moulds as long as 
10 ft. and reinforced, and would be 
struck in three days and left for three 
weeks to mature. These would bear a 
weight on a 9 ft. 6 in. clear bearing of 
130 lb. per ft. It was much lighter in 
weight than ordinary close-textured con- 
crete, 

These pre-cast slabs or units were then 
delivered to the building site and were 
laid dry, the joints being grouted in after- 
wards. At intervals in the walls vertical 
scaffolding-tubing would be placed and 
built in, and horizontal tie-rods would 
also -be inserted. The roof would be 
strengthened by a steel stanchion in the 
centre of the building (covered in with 
concrete blocks) from which umbrella- 
wise reinforcing rods would support the 
roof. The tiling ‘ battens’ would be of 
pre-cast concrete on which any ordinary 
type of tile could be used. It was pro- 
posed to use standard metal type window 
frames, and normal plumbing, heating 
and electrical installations. Floors would 
be made with these concrete units, and 
covered with a composite material with a 
similar finish to linoleum. The exterior 
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would have all joints grouted in cement, 
and the whole would be finished off with 
a dashing of coloured cement. Interior 
walls would not need to be plastered, but 
could be papered or have a thin insulat- 
ing board over them. 

Mr. Baillie demonstrated the ease with 
which nails can be driven into this 
whisked concrete—they were shown to 
hold strongly and not to crack the cast- 


ing. 
HOUSE BUILDING 
STRUCTURAL CONTROL, LEEDS. 

Steps to prevent jerry-building have 
been imposed by Leeds Corporation on 
builders who intend to take advantage of 
the Government decision permitting. the 
erection by private enterprise of smiill 
houses, bungalows, or flats to sell at a 
maximum price ef £1,200, including the 
cost of the land, sewers, and other ser- 
vices. 

In the case of houses built to let, the 
Corporation will consider the proposed 
rénts on their merits, bearing in mind the 
cnn level of building costs in the dis- 
rict. 


Site Must be Ready. 

Mr. R. A. H. Livett, the Housing 
Director, in a statement, points cut that 
applications will not be considered 
unless :— 

(a) The proposed development has 
been approved under the Town and 
Country Planning Acts. 

(6) The plans have been approved 
under the by-laws and local Acts. 

(c) The applicant has a site ready for 
immediate building, and also the neces- 
sary labour at his disposal with which 
to make an effective and early start. 


Application forms (Ministry of Works 
Form No. C.L.1136B), obtainable from 
the Housing Department, Quarry Hill, 
Leeds, says Mr. Livett, must be returned 
to the Housing Department, together with 
sets of plans and detailed specification, in 
duplicate. Applications will not be dealt 
with until a full specification of the work 
and materials in all trades is submitted. 

An outline specification covering one or 
two foolscap pages will not be sufficient, 
and builders are reminded that before the 
war a specification for a municipal house 
was a document covering 38 pages. 


Maintaining High Standard. 

‘* Under this new scheme,’’ Mr. Livett 
concludes, ‘‘I am called upon to advise 
whether or not the proposed construction 
of the dwellings to be erected are a type 
for which a period of not less than 60 
years would be allowed by the Ministry 
of Health for the repayment of a loan. In 
order to do this I must have full informa- 
tion. I feel sure that architects and 
builders will be quite willing to comply 
with this request, as they know only too 
well that it is the one way of obtaining a 
high standard and quality, and so protect- 
ing the public. 

‘‘In my report to the Housing Com- 
mittee in April, 1943, I strongly recom- 
mended that no private enterprise house 
building should be permitted unless carried 
out to plans and specifications prepared 
by qualified men, and that a signed copy 
of the drawings and specification should 
be bound in the deeds of every house. 
When a man buys a house he has a right to 
know how it is built and with what 
materials it is built. When the house is 
completed a considerable amount of the 
fabric is covered. up or buried below the 
ground, and therefore the specification is 
his only guaraatee.”"—'he Yorkshire Post 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Plans prepared by R. J. Walker 
& Smitn, 108, Douglas-st., for alterations at 45- 
57, Langlands-rd., ror New Methods (1944), Ltd., 
Commierce-st. : 

GLASGOW.—Plans in hand for extensions at 
McLellan-st., for James Howden & Co., Ltd., 
198, Scotland-st. R. Mervyn Noad & Wallace, 196, 
West Regent-st., architect. 

GLENBOIG.—Plans to be prepared for 40 
houses by William Watt, architect, Albert-st., 
Motherwell. : 

INVERNESS.—Dean of Guild Court passed 
plans for mill extension, at £12,000, for Hugh 
Mackenzie & Co., Kingsmills-rd.—T.C. to propose 
six housing sites. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in thie number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
AUGUST 27. 
*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Extensions and adapta- 


tions to Victoria-rd. school, Oulton Broad. E. J. 
Symcox, F.R.I.B.A.. County A., County Hall. 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 29. 


nm U.D.C.—Kepairs and replacements 
Mag =o at Bolton-rd. and Weston-st. Law 
and Grimshaw, Bank Chrs., Atherton, nr. Man- 
chester, architects. Dep. £5 5s. 

Bedworth U.D.C.—Erection of 40 houses at 
Poplar Farm estate. S. J. Oldham, 4, Queen 
Victoria-rd., Coventry. Dep. £1 1s. 

Upper Stour Valley Main Sewerage Board.— 
2 cottages at Whittington House Farm. G. 
Plant Deeley, 13, Church-st., Stourbridge. Dep. 


2s. 
otag vd a Rebuilding 2 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—( dil 
haanen Welbeck-rd., Walker; (2) rebuilding 12 
flats, City-rd.; (3) erection of 73 permanent 
houses, Longbenton estate; (4) erection of 60 
permanent houses, Blakelaw estate; (5) erection 
of 130 temporary U.S.A. houses. Blakelaw 
estate; (6) construction of roads and sewers 
for item 5. City A Dep. £5 5s. 

Oswestry R.D.C.—Completion of 16 partly- 
constructed honses, Weston Rhyn. C. B. Barnes, 
8. and E., Council Offices. Dep. 22 28. 

St. Pancras B.C.—Erection of block of nine 
working-class flats at Queen’s-cres. R. C. E. 
austen, T.C. Dep. £2 2s. Drawings and condi- 
uuons of contract at Waggett and Bradford, 25, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1 

AUGUST 31. 

*+Bournemouth C©.B.—Erection of 72 perma- 
nent houses, Kinson estate. A. E. Clegg, T.C. 

+Burnham-on-Sea T.C.—38 houses at Worston- 


rd. and 82 at Highbridge. Gallannaugh & 
Nicholls, architects, 30, High-st., Bridgwater. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tender by September 27. 


Hove T.C.—54 houses at The Knoll. BS. 
Dep. £3 3s. : 3 

Kidderminster T.C.—3 pairs houses. J. G. 
Stewart, B.E. and S8., 110, Mill-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Magor and St. Mellons R.D.C.—Rebuilding 22 
houses at Rogerstone. Thomas & Morgan and 
Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. 

3 3s 

Peterborough T.C.—Demolition of 26 trench 
and surface shelters. City E.. Town Hall. Dep. 


2. 
T Siaeiinintaii T.C.—42 3-bedroomed perma- 
nent houses in one or four groups. City E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. : ‘ 

+Piymouth T.C.—102 houses on 2 sites. City 
Architect, Tavistock-rd. Dep. £5. Tenders by 
September 18. 

Solihull! U.D.C.—53 three-bedroom houses at 
Redlands-rd. KF. and S., 90, Station-rd. Dep. £5 

York 7.C.—Erection of first floor offices to 
Admission Block at York City General Hospital. 
City E. and Architect. Dep. £1. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

Birkenhead T.C.—Re-erection of 18 houses and 
building of 6 flats on 3 sites. B. Robinson. 
B.E. and S.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Edmonton T.C.—64 permanent houses at 
Hoe-la. B.E., Town Hall, N.9. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ely R.D.C.—60 permanent honses in 8 parishes. 
L. J. Godden, S., Lynn-rd., Ely, Cambs. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Shoreditch B.C.—Erection of 3 blocks of flats 
at Stonebridge estate, Haggerston. Boro. 
Architect and Surveyor. Dep. £10. 

*Upton-on-Severn &.D.C. — 10 honses at 
Kempley (Old-rd.) site. Pemberton & Bateman. 
Farncombe House, Broadway, Worcs. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES. 

An increase of 1s. 6d. pér ton takes effect 
in the following cemeus: “417° Cement; 
~ Aquacrete’”’ water repellent WPortiand 
cement; rapid tardening * Colorcrete “— 
Red, Buff and Khaki; and * Colorcrete ” 
coloured Portland cement. Lhese increases 
became effective on August 14. 








West Riding Standing Joint Committee.— 
Adaptations at Constaoulary Headquarters. 
West Riding Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

Bootle C.B.—liebuilding of 16 houses. 
2 2s. 

Burton Latimer U.D.C.—7 houses, George-st. 


Dep. 


G. C. Borman, E. and $., Council Offices. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
Clackmannan C.C.—12 liwuses at Menstrie 


housing site. N. A. Scorgie, County C., County 
Bidgs., Allua. Pians seen at office of ‘I. 
Frame and Sons, architects, 43, Mill-st., Alloa, 
on and after August 18. 

Crayford U.D.C.—Rebuilding 19 houses and 


completion of 6 houses on five sites. E. and 8. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Exeter T.C.—176 permanent houses at 


F. Kk. Steele, City 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Wonford Nos. 2 and 3 sites. 
A., 2, Southernhay West, Exeter. 
Tenders by October 1. 

Wenlock T.C.—22 houses at Dark-la., Brose- 
ley. J. Brian Cooper (F.), 177, Corporation-st., 
Birmingham 4. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 4. 

Truro R.D.C.—91 permanent houses on 12 

sites. A. J. Cornelius. F.R.1.B.A., 13, Lemon-st 
SEPTEMBER 5. 

Andover T.C.—14 permanent houses, King 
George-rd. site. Building S., Municipal Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Maldon R.D.C.—6 cottages, 
S., 6, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tonbridge R.D.C.—38 permanent houses in 4 
contracts. E. and §S., 48, Pembury-rd. 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—70 houses, 
Housing Scheme No. 11. B. H. Deamer, C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. Plans seen, by 
appointment with C. W. Fox (F.), Council 
Offices, after August 22. ; 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Reconstruction 
of 82 and 84, Guessens-rd. B. H. Deamer, C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
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HAND TOOLS 


Little Totham. 














Slate, etc. 
REMOVING SHUTTERING 
MARKS FROM CONCRETE 
Handpieces available 
for all purposes. 
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Telegrams: ‘* Dominating,” Ealux, 
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SEPTEMBER 6. 
Penybont R.D.C.—26 houses at 
J. 8. Davies, 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 


Lochgelly T.C.—42 houses in separate trades, 


A. A. Watson, 24, Queen Anne-st:, Dunfermline. 
Dep. £2 2s. each schedule. 

*tSouthgate 1T.6.—16 houses on 4 sites 
J T. W. Peat, F.R.LB.A., Town Hall, N.15 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Staveley U.D.C.—90 brick-built houses at 
Statioa-rd., Barrow Hill. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s, 

Tettenhall U.D.C.—30 dwellings at School-rd, 
J. W. Mason, M.Inst.M.4Uy.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Berkhamsted U.D.C.—20 permanent houses, 
Swing Gate-la. R. E. Hulse, (L.), Civic Centre. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

“Brighton C.B.—Erection of 
building trades workshop, Francis-st. 
S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—120 permanent houses 
on Wolverham estate. E. and S., C.D. Head- 
quarters, Queen-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

Feltham U.D.C.—14 houses on 4 sites. E. 
§., Council Offices. Dep, £3 3s. 

Harrow U.D.C.—Erection of (a) 8 bungalows, 
(b) 8 flats, and (c) rebuilding 4 houses. H. W. 
Rackham, F.S.1., Council Offices, Stanmore. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Erection of ¢ 
houses on 4 sites. A. E. Higgins, Clerk, Town 
Hall, Hayes, Middx. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 11. 


prefabricated 
B.E. and 


Manchester T.C.—Additions to 3 _ police 
mortuaries. City Architect, Town Hall. Dep. 
£1 1s. each? 

SEPTEMBER 12. 
Lewes T.C.—emolition of control centre 


C. T. Butler, B.S., Town Hall. 

Southport €.B.—30 permanent houses. B.E.. 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—130-ft. retaining wall in 
brick and concrete. City E. and S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2. 

SEPTEMBER 17. 

Brighton C.B.—Erection of houses at East 
Moulscoomb estate: Contract No. 1, 29 houses; 
Contract No. 2, 36 houses. B.E. and S. Dep 
£2 2s. each contract. 

*Crosby T.C.—50 houses on 4 sites. J. R. 
Fothergill, B.E. and S., Town Hall, Waterlov, 
Liverpool. Dep. £2 2s. 

Darlington C.B.—Foundations for gashulder, 
Valley-st. L. G. Mouchel and Partners, 25, New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. £10. 

*Durham C.C.—Alterations to Bishop Auck- 
land Junior ‘Technical School. F. Willey, 
F.W.LB.A., 34, Old Elvet, Durham. . 

SEPTEMBER 20. 

“Oldbury T.C.—Erection of 14 houses on 
Brock-rd. estate. B.E. and S§., Municipal Bank- 
chbrs. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 

Glasgow T.C.—Extension of Possilpark trai 
depot. Transport Manager, 46, Bath-st. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

‘ DECEMBER 14. 

_ Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construc- 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Eire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21 

NO DATE. 

*Fulham B.C.—Completion of 80 flats, Fulham- 
rd. B.E. and S., Town Hall, 8.W.6. Dep. £2 2s 

Bridge of Allan T.C.—34 houses at Cawdor-rd. 
and 16 at Canton in separate tenders. A. Pow, 
T.C.. Burgh-chbrs. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
_ SEPTEMBER 3. 

Leeds.—Painting at various police stations. 

W. 8. Cameron, C.E., Civic Hall. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

Leeds T.C.—Internal and external painting 
at Killingbeck Infections Diseases Hospital. 
Superintendent of Works and Buildings, 123, 
Beckett-st. 

SEPTEMBER 13. 

Birkenhead T.C.—Painting an oil tank. Gas 

Engineer, Hind-st. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 29. 

“+Hawarden R#.D.C.—Advance preparation of 
Aston site. A. and §8., Council Offices. Tenders 
by September 10. 

Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C. — Roads = and 
sewers at Deane housing estate. E. and S. 


Dep. £3. 
AUGUST 30. 
Malvern U.D.C.—Advance preparations of 3 
housing sites. C. C. Judson, C., Council House. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 31. 
St. Albans T.C.—Roads and sewers. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 
Berwick-on-Tweed T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Sheffield-terr.,. Tweedmouth. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


City E. 


Marlas-rd. 
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SEPTEMBER 3. 

Beckenham 1.C.—Supply and erection of 
refuse destruction plant. J. Dove, B.E. and &., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

Burgess Hill U.D.C.—Advance preparation of 
St. Andrew’s-rd. estate. §., 32, Church-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Cwmbran U.D.C.—Roads and sewers for 100 
temporary bungalows. TT. J. Price, 8. and 
Waterworks E., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Ban- 
bury-st. site. Wood, Goldstraw and Yorath, 
station-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. 


2 2s. 
*Luton T.C.—Sewage purification works, East 
Hyde. F. Oliver, B.K. and 8., Town Hall. 


Dep. £1 1s, 
SEPTEMBER 4. 
South Molton 1T.C.—Advance preparation of 
Station-rd. site. H. Settle, R.S., 1, East-st. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

Grimsby C.B.—Sewering and making up 
Weelsby-rd. estate. J. V. Oldfield, B.E. and §., 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £5. 

Manchester ¥.C.—Construction of Wythen- 
shawe main drainage. C.E. and §8., Town Hall. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 

Leeds T.C.—Making up Harrogate and Otley 
ruads. Highways E., 155, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 28. 

‘Easington R.D.C.—Advance preparation of 5 
fiousing sites. C. W. Clarke, E. and §., Council 
Offices. Dep. £1 1s. per site. 

NO DATE. 

Wirral Group of Local Authorities.—Advance 
preparation of part of Woodchurch estate. 
B.E. and S., Town Hall, Birkenhead. Dep. £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked* 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 


marked t+ have been advertised in previous 
issues. 

AUGUST 29. 
*Oxfordshire ©.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 


tWandsworth B.C.—Two Temporary Architec- 
tural Assistants. 

tWest Sussex C.C.—County Architect. 

AUGUST 30. 

t+tLytham St. Annes B.C.—Building Inspector. 

tWilts C.C.—Architectural Assistant. 

*Scunthorpe T.C.—Building Inspector. 

AUGUST 31. 

Architectural Association.—Four 
Masters for Teaching duties. 

*Cornwall ©.C.—(a) Assistant Building In- 
spector, (b) Temporary Architectural Assistant. 

+Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Permanent General 
Architectural Assistants. 

tWarwick C.C.—Builder’s Estimator. 

+West Ham C.B.—(a) T.P. Assistant, (b) 
Architectural Assistant. 

+Zetiand C.C.—County Architect. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

*Derbyshire C.C.—Architectural Assistant. 

+Middleton T.C.—Housing Manager. 

+Walthamstow 8.C.—(a) Assistant Architect; 
<b) Architectutal Assistant; (c) Planning 
Assistant; (d) Two Planning Assistants. 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Derbyshire ©.C.—County Architect. ; 

*Exeter T.C.—Temporary Assistant Quantity 
Surveyor. 

+Poplar B.C.—Assistant Architect. : 

*$t. Pancras B.C.—(a) Temporary Planning 
Assistant ; (b) Temporary Architectural 


Assistant. 

SEPTEMBER 4. 

*Portsmouth T.C.—(a) Senior Architectural 
Assistant; (b) Senior Planning Assistant; (c) 
Planning Assistant; (d) Planning Assistants. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 

+Peterborough T.C.—Estates Superintendent. 

*Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Assistant Quantity and 
Measuring Survevor. j 

SEPTEMBER 7. 
*Huddersfield €.B.—Archifectural Assistants. 
*Stourbridge T.C.—Clerk of Works. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—(a) Senior 
Town Planning Assistant; (b) Building Snur- 
veyor; (c) “Architectural Assistant; (d) Two 
Engineering Assistants; (e) Town Planning 
Assistant. 

*Peterborough T.C.—"states Superintendent. 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Cumberland C.C.—Two Assistant Building 
Inspectors. 

*Whiston R.D.C.—Building Inspector. 

SEPTEMBER 12. 
*Middlesbrough E.C.—Clerk of Works. 

SEPTEMBER 14. 

*Canterbury T:C.—Clerk of Works. 

*Newcastle-on-Tyne E.C.—Chief Architectural 
Assistant: : 


full-time 


THE BUILDER 


*Notts E.C.—Two full-time Studio Instructors 
in School of Architecture, College of Arts and 


Crafts. 
SEPTEMBER 15. 
*$toke-on-Trent E.C.—Lecturer in Building at 
North Staffs Technical College. 
*Rhyl U.D.C.—(a) Engineering Assistant, (b) 
Architectural Assistant. 
“Worcs C.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
SEPTEMBER 138. : 
*Dublin Civil Service Commission.— Planning 


Officer. 
SEPTEMBER 21. : 

*Herts C.C.—(a) Deputy County Architect, (b) 
Chief Assistant Architect, (c) 2 Senior Assistant 
Architects, (d) 4 Assistant Architects, (e) Junior 
Assistant Architects. AE 

*Ipswich C.B.—Lecturer in Building. 

SEPTEMBER 29. 


*London County Council.—(a) Senior 
Planning Officer, (b) ‘Temporary Planning 
Officers and Assistants. 

NO DATE. 


*Overseas Employment.—(a) Engineering Sur- 
veyor (b) Mechanical or Civil Engineer. 

*Sudan Railways.—Assistant Architect. 

*Wolverhampton and Staffs Technical College. 
—Head of Building Department. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Alnwick.—Managers of Alnwick R.C._pri- 
mary school propose modern school at Wash- 
burn estate. 

Berwick-on-Tweed.—T.C. to build houses on 
20-acre site at Tweedmouth. Plans by B.E., 
Town Hall. ; 

Bollington.—U.D.C. to appoint outside archi- 
tect for preparation of housing scheme. 

Bootle.—T.C. approved: Works extensions, 
Hawthorne-rd., Lancashire Tar Distillers, 
rebuilding 19-33, Annie-rd., for Henry 
Carr; rebuilding shops, workshop and 
garage, 283-288. Stanley-rd., A. & D. Swifts. 

J. T. Castle (A.), C.A. 

Caernarvon.—T.C. propose 200 houses. H. 
Evans, B.S. 2 

Coventry.—T.C. propose temporary library on 
Central Library site, also additions to Gulson- 
rd. Municipal Hospital, estimated cost, £7,500. 

Eccles.—T.C. approved extensions, works 
Patricroft, Sir W. H. Bailey & Co., 
Ltd.; and additions to works, Patricroft, L. 
Gardner & Sons, : 

Kings Lynn.—T.C. propose extensions to 
public library. J. Cannell, architect. 
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Liverpoo!.—H. Tramer, Lid., Edwards-la., 
Speke, propose works canteen; E.C. propose 
school canteen at Breckfield Venice-st. County 
school; T.C. approved layout for 265 houses at 
Wharncliffe-rd., 988 at Northway-rd., 93 at 
Rathborne-rd., 16 at* Lower Breck-rd., 11 at 
Shei] Park, and 25 at Cherry Tree-la. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved rebuilding part of 
factory, Smedley-la., Cheetham Hill, for Fugi- 
stalls, Ltd. (W. Johnson & Sons, architects, 27, 
Oldham-rd., Miles Platting); 228 flats, Great 
Jackson-st. and George-st., Hulme, Housing 
Committee (J. Hughes (F.), Housing Director). 
Boarshey cvlstsl ine’ hgese cn memtsie 

e, also houses on ollin-la. 
and Rochdale-rd. sites. 

_Morpeth.—R.D.C. approved plans for erec- 
tion of houses at Lynemouth. Plans by 
Mauchlen & Weightman, 12, Saville-row, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — T.C. to rebuild 14 
houses and erect 133 permanent houses and 
130 temporary houses. Plans by R. G. 
Roberts, Housing Architect, 18, Cloth Market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions to be made to 
jee some of Nempeate Breweries, Ltd., 

elbourne-st. ans by J. Oswald 
Northumberland-st. . bets 

ewcastle-on-Tyne.—T. E. Cornelius, 33, Elm- 
field-gdns., Gosforth, architect for factory in 
Condercum-rd., for E. R. Hudspeth. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—E.C. propose dining- 
room and kitchen for 500 children at the Priory- 
a school. A. Cotton, Schools A., Municipal- 

gs. 

Northwich.—U.D.C. propose Civic Centre with 
a public hall for 200 persons, Hartford Hill; 74 
—— = ca Pg Parkfield. 

fe.—T.C. approved 22 hous ~ 
ton-rd. site, cost, £21,714. iatelions 

Rochdale.—T.C. propose five police section 
sub-stations with public conveniences attached 
= selected sites and two with police section 
only. 

Sale.—T.C. propose 100 houses on Derbyshire- 
er ey E.C 

alford.—E.C. to reinstate war-dama: 
schools at Tootal-rd., Seedley, and eomtea 

Cohen, Ltd., propose factory at 365-371, 
Bury New-rd., Broughton; 8. Leon, 19, Broome- 
la., Broughton, propose factory.—T.C. approved 
works and offices, Caroline-st., Lower Brough- 
ton, Erskine, Heap & Co., Ltd. 

Stockport.—E.C. propose municipal school at 
Heaton Norris. 

Sunderiand.—_W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Faw- 
cett-st., Sunderland, prepared plans for erec- 
tion of houses east side of Grindon-la., for 
A. V. Clerey, builder, Sunderland; J. Potts & 
Sons, St. John-st., Sunderland, prepared plans 
a ane at High-st. East, for R. Fenwick 


0. 

Wakefield.—T.C. propose 680 houses on the 
Flanshaw Housing Estate. 8. C. Wardley (L.), 
City E. & A. 

Wallasey.—T.C. propose the 
Gorsey-la. recreation ground. 

arrington.—T.C. propose reading-room at 

public library, at £8,000. 

Walthamstow T.C.—Approved plans _ for: 
Offices, 89-91, Sheen Hall-st., for Paths and 
Ways, Ltd.; 10 houses, Belle Vue-rd., for Vigers 


and Co. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes 7 ded for pt 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 

Beeston and Stapleford.—Works for U.D.C. 
G. C. Hardy, 8. 14 houses, Abbey-rd., Beeston: 
*W. Westerman, Chilwell, Beeston, £12,950; 16 
houses, Abbey-rd., Beeston: *A. Sheldon & Sons, 
Ilkeston Junction, Ilkeston, £14,403; 16 houses, 
Ryecroft Estate, Stapleford: *F. Perkins & Son, 
Ltd., Woodthorpe, Nottingham, £14,718. 

Gosforth (North erland).—Erection of 54 
houses: *Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. ‘ 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—The Directorate of 
Contracts has placed contracts to £500 or over 
for week ended August 18 as follows :— 

General maintenance work: Thos. Lowe & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W.6. Heating and hot 
water supply work: Brightside Foundry & En- 
gineering Co.. Ltd., Sheffield. Electrical work: 
W. F. Graham & Co., Belfast. Painting work: 
W. J. Brooker. Ltd., Cardiff. Surfacing work: 
Western Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
Cardiff 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed during 
week ending August 16 :— 

Bedfordshire: Biggleswade, erection of Tarran 
temporary houses, M. & F. O. Foster & Co., Ltd., 
23. York-rd., Hitchin, Herts. . ‘ 

Cheshire: Wallasey Grammar School, erection 
of kitchen, L. L. Roberts, 1, Old Chester-rd., 
Bebington, Cheshire. 

Derbushire: Staveley U.D.C.. Tarran houses, 
~~ Beighton, Ltd., Brimington, Chesterfield, 
Derby. 


school on 
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Dumbarton: Hendersburgh R.A.F. Station, 
main store canteen, oper, Lid., 257, West 


George-st., Glasgow, C.2 


Hampshire ; 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





5,500 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 





SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
27 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone or write 
Secretary: 
23,ComptonTerrace, Upper St.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


Gosport B.C., Seco temporary 


THE BUILDER 


houses, Jobn Hunt, Ltd., Cleveland-rd., Gosport, 
Hants. 

Lanarkshire: Motherwell D.T.C. Depot, addi- 

tional lavatory accommodation, G. Wimpey & 
Ltd., 12, Chester-st., Edinburgh. 

Lincotushire: Louth, Tarran houses, Bernard 
Pumfrey, Ltd., Carlisle-st., Gainsborough, 

Midlothian: Bonnyrigg school, central kitchen, 
J. Cullen (Contractors), Ltd., 8, Edinburgh-rd., 
Musselburgh. , 

Notts: Worksop, Tarran houses, H. house & 
Sons, Mansfield Wood House, Manstield, Notts. 

Oxfordshire ; Oxford, U.S.A. temporary houses, 
Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Cranham-st., Oxford; 
Brownhills, Tarran houses, Percy Bilton, Ltd., 
113, Park-st., W.1; Kingswood, Seco houses, 
H. J. Walker & Sons, Station-rd., Fishponds, 
Bristol; and Barnstead U.D.C., “Arcon tem- 
porary houses, ‘Limpus & Sons, Ltd., 7, Kingston- 
hill, Kingston-on-Thames. 

Yorkshire: Rotherham R.D., Tarran houses, 
Cc. D. Potter, 119, Doncaster-rd., Barnsley, 
Yorks; Barnsley C.B., Tarran houses, J. H. 
Gilbert, Ltd., 15, Cemetery-rd., Doncaster, 
Yorks; York, U.S.A. temporary houses, Frank 
Haslam, Ltd., Regent-chbrs., Hall Cross, Don- 
caster; and Bradford, Tarran houses, Harold 
a & Sons, Bradford-rd., Birkenshaw, Brad- 
ord. 

Lincs ; Granthorn, Spooner temporary houses, 
Bernard Pumfrey, Carlisle-st.. Gainsborough. 

{London (W.D.).—Following works contracts 
placed for week ended August 11. 

Durham: Miscellaneous work, Thornton Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. 


Wiltshire: Miscellaneous work, F. Box, 
Bournemouth, Hants. : 
ampshire: Roadwork, Bridgewater Bros., 


Ashstead, Surrey. 
Hampshire: Miscellaneous work, H. J. Goodall 
& Son, Ltd.. Basingstoke, Hants. 
Middlesbrough.— Extensions to *bus depot, for 
the T.C. C. Gorman, B.E.: *Stephen Coates, 
Ltd., Middlesbrough, £13,202. i 
Middlesbrough.—22 houses, Southwell-rd., et. 
H. C. Garbutt, architect, 18. Albert-rd.: *R. H. 
Bailey & Son, Denmark-st.. Middlesbrough. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—28 flatted houses, Ben- 
field-rd., etc. Architect, H. Wiles, 658, Durham- 
rd., Low Fell, Gateshead: *Hadden & Hillman, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Radcliffe.—22 houses. Bolton-rd. estate. for 
T.C. G. E. Wrigley. B.S., Town Hall: *John 
Webster & Co. (Builders), 51, Park-la., White- 
field, nr. Manchester, £21.714. 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 
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34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. "CROYDON, SURREY 
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FLOORING 
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Stockton-on-Tees.—66 U.S.A. houses, Albany- 
rd.,.for T.C. F. Burridge, Housing Architect : 
*C. J. Boyd, Ltd., Emmerson-st., Middles- 
brough, £15,768. 

Sunderland.—100 permanent 
ek Farm Estate, tor T.C ; 

B.E.: *Lane, Fox & Co., Manchester, 
(in lieu of tender withdrawn). 

Walthamstow B.C.—Contracts for repair of 
war damage have been placed with: H. West & 
Sons, Ltd.; C. Miskin & Son, Ltd.; J. Root & 
Son; Percy Bilton, Ltd. ; Barltrop & Whitehouse, 
Ltd.; Charles Albert Broomfield, Dempster & 
Co. (London), Ltd.; Harold Frank Gurney; 
Hawker & Co.; Harry Kendall; A. Munn & Son; 
Nunn & Barker; G. M. Page & Son, Ltd. ; Albert 
Henry Sellman; Henry Lawrence Jackson; The 
Raglan Building Co.. Ltd.; Stone & Co. 
(Bristol), Ltd.; Michael Herreron; Burke & 
Stenson; and Pollard & Co., Ltd. 


houses on the 
J. E. Lewis, 
£91,028 








at Work 


The ‘“Fluxite Quins” 
“*We shan’t need that FLUXITE to-day, 
We've certainly come the wrong way, 
This can’t be the right house— 
It says here ‘ The White House’’”’. . 
“*I thought it said ‘LIGHTHOUSE,’”’ 

bawled EH. 
For all SOLDERING work-you need 
FLUXITE, the paste flux—with which 
even dirty metals are soldered and 
“tinned.” For the jointing of lead—with- 
out solder; and the_running of white 
metal bearings—without “tinning” the 
bearings. It is suitable for ALL 
METALS-—excepting ALUMINIUM— 
and can be used with safety on ELEC- 
TRICAL and other sensitive apparatus. 
With FLUXITE joints can be “‘ wiped” success- 
fully that are impossible by any other method. 
Used for over 30 years in Government 
Works. Of all Ironmongers in tins—S8d., 
1/4 and 2/8. 
Ask to see the FLUXITE POCKET 
BLOW LAMP, price 2/6. 


The FLUXITE Gun puts FLUXITE where 
you want it by a simple pressure. Price 1/6, 
or filled 2/6. 








Write forleafletson CASE HARDENING STEEL 
and TEMPERING TOOLS with FLUXITE, 
also on ‘“‘WIPED” JOINTS, price 1d. each. 
FLUXITE LTD. (Dept. B.R.), 
Bermondsey Street, London, S.E.1. 
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34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
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